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The Independent Survey on Geoengineering: Should we have a “Plan B”?

The question we pose is whether a geoengineering strategy should exist in parallel to a binding international treaty on carbon cuts. The Royal Society in London is preparing a report on geoengineering to be published next summer and is currently gathering evidence on proposals such as aerosols release and ocean fertilisation. We would very much like you to voice your opinion on geoengineering for a major article to be published in The Independent newspaper. 

Please could you answer the following four questions as best you can. We realise that the yes/no format is not ideal but it helps us to gauge whether there is a consensus of opinion among a peer group of experts. There is room at the end to provide a short comment for quotation as well, if desired. 
1. Are you more, or less optimistic about the prospects of curbing CO2 levels to avoid dangerous climate change now compared to ten years ago when Kyoto was signed?
















More optimistic………[  ]







Less optimistic ...…….[  ]







About the same………[  ]

2. Are you more, or less optimistic about the ability of the Earth’s climate system to cope with expected increases in atmospheric carbon levels now compared with 10 years ago given recent research on potential climate feedbacks and carbon sinks?






More optimistic………[  ]







Less optimistic……….[  ]







About the same………[  ]
3. Do you believe that talk of geoengineering is a dangerous distraction and that on no account should it ever be considered as a viable option even if carbon dioxide levels continue to rise?


Agree…………………[  ]







Disagree………………[  ]







Don’t know…………...[  ]

4. Do you agree that we now need a “Plan B” whereby a geoengineering strategy – research, development and possible implementation – is drawn up in parallel to a treaty to reduce carbon emissions (subject to international agreements and a scientific assessment of risk)?
Agree…………………[  ]







Disagree………………[  ]







Don’t know…………...[  ]

Many thanks for completing this short questionnaire. Please feel free to add a short comment (no more than 150 words) which explains your position on geoengineering. Please include your name and institution and let us know whether you would like your comments to be attributed.

Your name:

Your institution:

Your short comment: (no more than 150 words)
Would you like your comments attributed in a future article?   Yes [  ]    No [  ]
Please feel free to pass on this questionnaire to a suitably qualified colleague involved in climate studies.

Please send you replies to c.green@independent.co.uk. 

Our deadline for replies is 22 December 2008.
Steve Connor

Science Editor

The Independent

