
 
 

1825 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 800 Washington DC 20009 
phone 202.293.7728  web  PeaceCorpsConnect.org 

 
The Next Step in Changing the World 

 
 
 
October 26, 2021 
 
President Joseph R. Biden 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
 
Dear President Biden, 
 
We write to you today as a collective of 131 affiliate groups of National Peace Corps Association 
(NPCA), representing more than 87,000 individuals from across our nation, to respectfully 
request that you support a funding increase for the Peace Corps in your Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 
budget submission to Congress.  
 
Our hope is that you will request that the budget grow from the FY21 appropriated level of 
$410.5 million and the current FY22 debated level, which ranges from $430 million to $450 
million, to a new level of $500 million in FY23. Doing so will provide sufficient funding for both 
long-overdue reforms and a return to the field for the agency. 
 
As we recently marked the 60th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy’s signing of the 
Peace Corps Act into law, we are reminded of what these decades of service have meant to so 
many of our fellow citizens here at home and around the world. Surveys conducted earlier this 
year show that 77 percent of Americans support the expansion of national service programs, 
like our very own Peace Corps. Moreover, 44 percent of Americans between the ages of 18 to 
28 indicated they would be willing to serve themselves.  
 
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to deeply impact the daily lives of billions, the Peace 
Corps hopes to return volunteers to the field for the first time since global operations were 
temporarily suspended in March 2020. Upon coming home, these volunteers (and others who 
preceded them) faced the pandemic head on, serving their local communities through donating 
blood, helping food banks, making masks, and working as COVID-19 contact tracers, among 
other selfless acts. Their work is a testament to the strength and character of the Peace Corps 
community.  
 
Moreover, this pandemic provided an opportunity for the Peace Corps community to take stock 
in the work of the agency and to provide recommendations on how to build back a better Peace 
Corps when it returns to the field. This community conversation about that future led to the 
development of the Peace Corps Connect to the Future report, which provided clear 
recommendations on how the Peace Corps could more effectively re-enter into the world. 
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The Peace Corps Connect to the Future report delves into many issues, but its main themes 
argue for greater action in addressing systemic racism, increasing community-driven 
programming, and leveraging our current moment to create broad, positive change. These 
themes echo the leadership that America needs right now, leadership that you have shown in 
your administration. Making these recommendations – and the needed reforms – will not just 
require the leadership that you have shown about America’s role in the world; it will also require 
real funding to meet the need. That is why we are asking that your next Peace Corps budget be 
$500 million. 
 
In your inaugural address, you spoke to America saying, “We will repair our alliances and 
engage with the world once again. Not to meet yesterday’s challenges but today’s and 
tomorrow’s. We will not merely lead by the example of our power but by the power of our 
example.” We support you and your administration in meeting the challenges of our times as 
America reengages the world through our greatest asset – our people. We therefore humbly ask 
that you submit a FY23 Peace Corps budget to Congress that matches this critical goal.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sandra Voge 
Acting President 
RPCVs of Delaware 
Wilmington, DE 
 
Mike Flaherty 
Coordinator 
Adams County RPCVs 
Gettysburg, PA 
 
Joyce A. Guest 
Treasurer 
Alaska RPCVs 
Eagle River, AK 
 
Gloria Levin 
President 
Amigos de Bolivia y Peru 
Glen Echo, MD 
 
Loren Hintz 
President & Newsletter Editor 
Amigos de Honduras 
Chapel Hill, NC 
 
Alan Boyd 
Member 
Athens RPCVs 
Athens, OH 
 

Elise Simons 
President 
Boston Area RPCVs 
Boston, MA 
 
Erin Robinson 
Board President 
Central Missouri RPCVS 
Columbia, MO 
 
Peter G. Wilms 
Treasurer 
Central Ohio RPCVs 
Columbus, OH 
 
Barbara A. Reid 
President 
Central Oklahoma RPCVs 
Oklahoma City, OK 
 
Sarah Strozeski 
President 
Charlotte Area Peace Corps Association 
Charlotte, NC 
 
Andrew Piotrowski 
President 
Chicago Area Peace Corps Association 
Chicago, IL 
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Gayle Linkletter 
Group Leader 
Cincinnati Area Returned Volunteers 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Kevina Casaletto 
Board Member & Past President 
Coastal Carolina RPCVs 
Wilmington, NC 
 
Joan Leonard 
Advocacy Coordinator 
Connecticut RPCVs 
Guilford, CT 
 
Leo Cecchini 
Acting President 
Ethiopia & Eritrea RPCVs 
Betlem, Spain 
 
Nina Frank 
Board President 
First Coast RPCVs 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
Anthony Agnello 
President 
Friends of Afghanistan 
Orchard Park, NY 
 
Norman Spurling 
Acting President 
Friends of Botswana 
Alexandria, VA 
 
Jonathan Keenan 
President 
Friends of Cameroon 
Washington, DC 
 
Michael Band 
President 
Friends of Colombia 
Chevy Chase, MD 
 
Maricarmen Smith-Martinez 
NPCA Liaison 
Friends of Costa Rica 
Washington, DC 
 
 
 

Kim Herman 
President 
Friends of the Dominican Republic 
Bellevue, WA 
 
Sam Shopinski 
President 
Friends of the Eastern Caribbean 
Grosse Point Park, MI 
 
Michael Burke 
Treasurer 
Friends of Eswatini 
Washington, DC 
 
Luigi Zeccardo 
President 
Friends of Fiji 
Washington, DC 
 
Michael Crane 
Treasurer & Membership Director 
Friends of Gabon 
Burlington, VT 
 
David Fields 
President 
Friends of Ghana 
Alexandria, VA 
 
Mason Richards 
President & Board Chair 
Friends of Guyana 
Washington, DC 
 
Thomas Revett Carter 
President 
Friends of India 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Riley Barnacastle 
President 
Friends of Jamaica 
Washington, DC 
 
Kenneth P. Finley 
Acting President/Membership Coordinator 
Friends of Jordan 
Spring, TX 
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Carolyn Kari 
Treasurer 
Friends of Kenya 
Washington, DC 
 
Gerald Krzic 
President 
Friends of Korea 
Washington, DC 
 
Richards Rowan 
Director 
Friends of Lesotho 
Oakwood, OH 
 
Sarah C. Morrison  
President 
Friends of Liberia 
Alexandria, VA 
 
Catherine Pargeter 
Treasurer 
Friends of Malawi 
Washington, DC 
 
Thaine H. Allison, Jr. 
Vice President - Programs 
Friends of Malaysia 
Pasadena, CA 
 
Jonathan Pearson 
Board Member 
Friends of Micronesia 
Takoma Park, MD 
 
Timothy M. Resch 
President 
Friends of Morocco 
Alexandria, VA 
 
Joanna Farley 
Finance Office, Board of Directors 
Friends of Mozambique 
Washington, DC 
 
Cedar Wolf 
Board Member 
Friends of Namibia International 
Tomah, WI 
 
 
 

Daniel Donaghue 
President 
Friends of Nepal 
Jamestown, RI 
 
Amy Wilson 
President 
Friends of Niger 
Central Point, OR 
 
Jim Clark 
President 
Friends of Nigeria 
Burlington, NC 
 
Millard Mott 
VP Membership 
Friends of Pakistan USA 
Seattle, WA 
 
Margret Reuter 
President 
Friends of Paraguay 
Washington, DC 
 
Hannah M. Grossman 
President 
Friends of Peace Corps The Gambia 
San Diego, CA 
 
Peggy Murrah 
President 
Friends of Sierra Leone 
Washington, DC 
 
Allison Eriksen 
President 
Friends of Tanzania 
Arlington, VA 
 
J.M. Ascienzo 
Board President 
Friends of Thailand 
Chester, MD 
 
Martin Havlovic 
President 
Les Amis du Togo 
Portage, WI 
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Michael Hassett 
President 
Friends of Tonga 
Laurel, MD 
 
Alan Olson 
Co-Leader 
Friends of Uganda 
Lebanon, PA 
 
Brett Serwalt 
President 
Friends of Vanuatu 
Washington, DC 
 
Jo Link 
Board Member & Scholarship Director 
Full Basket Belize 
Hillsboro, OR 
 
Ken Patterson 
Group Leader 
Global Allies Program: 
Partners Ending Poverty with RESULTS 
Asheville, NC 
 
Wendy Rice 
President 
Green Mountain RPCVs 
Burlington, VT 
 
Shawn Reagan 
President 
Gulf Coast Council of RPCVs 
Houston, TX 
 
Mary McGee 
President 
Idaho RPCVs 
Boise, ID 
 
Sarah Lickfold 
President 
Inland Northwest Peace Corps Association 
Spokane, WA 
 
Katy Hansen 
Coordinator 
Iowa Peace Corps Association 
Iowa City, IA 
 
 

Jessica Szalawiga 
President 
Kansas City Area Peace Corps Association 
Kansas City, MO 
 
Judy Harrison 
Group Leader 
Kansas RPCVs 
Wichita, KS 
 
Will Glasscock 
President 
Kentucky Peace Corps Association 
Lexington, KY 
 
Carley Lovorn 
Advocacy Coordinator 
Magnolia State RPCVs 
Oxford, MS 
 
Valerie Young 
Board Member/Advocacy Chair 
Maine Peace Corps Association 
Portland, ME 
 
In-Jee Lee 
President 
Milwaukee Peace Corps Association 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
Jane M. Willard 
President 
Minnesota RPCVs 
White Bear Township, MN 
 
Patricia A. Wand 
Board President 
Museum of the Peace Corps Experience 
Oregon City, OR 
 
Greg Polk 
Coordinating Committee Member 
New Mexico Peace Corps Association 
Corrales, NM 
 
Gina Leow 
Vice President 
New York City Peace Corps Association 
New York, NY 
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Alicea Easthope-Frazer 
Treasurer 
North Carolina Peace Corps Association 
Durham, NC 
 
Frank Price 
Vice President 
Northern California Peace Corps 
Association 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Jared Bartley 
Co-President 
Northern Ohio RPCVs 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Jean Wintemute 
President 
Northern Virginia RPCVs 
Reston, VA 
 
Mary Broude 
Governing Council Member 
Orange County Peace Corps Association 
Tustin, CA 
 
Kim Dixon 
President 
Partnering for Peace:  
Friends of Rotary and Peace Corps 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Terry Dougherty 
Vice President 
Peace Corps Alliance for  
Intercultural Understanding 
Fort Wayne, IN 
 
Richard Joyce 
Coordinator 
Peace Corps Association of Southwest 
Michigan 
Kalamazoo, MI 
 
Benjamin L. Rode 
Co-Coordinator 
Peace Corps Association of Ventura County 
Ventura, CA 
 
 
 
 

Barbara B. Busch 
Coordinator 
Peace Corps Community for Refugees 
Washington, DC 
 
Paul D. Garriepy 
President 
Peace Corps Friends of  
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Biddeford, ME 
 
Jeanette G. Gottlieb 
President 
Peace Corps Iran Association 
Portland, OR 
 
Savannah Hicks 
Vice President 
Peace Corps Panama Friends 
Washington, DC 
 
Jessica McAtamney 
Communications 
Philadelphia Area Peace Corps Association 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Matthew Fuller 
Co-President 
Pittsburgh Area Peace Corps Association 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Andrea Franke 
President 
Portland Peace Corps Association 
Portland, OR 
 
Tamara Burman 
Board President 
Rhode Island Area Peace Corps 
Association 
Providence, RI 
 
Kristina J. Owens 
Board Member 
Rochester RPCVs 
Rochester, NY 
 
John A. Thayer, Jr. 
Acting Chairman 
RPCV Association of Utah 
Salt Lake City, UT 
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Evelyn Ganzglass 
Coordinator 
RPCV Oral History Project 
Washington, DC 
 
Kate Schachter 
President 
RPCVs for Environmental Action 
Madison, WI 
 
Lori Halvorson 
Advocacy Coordinator 
RPCVs of Baton Rouge 
Baton Rouge, LA 
 
Brett Claydon 
Chair 
RPCVs of Buffalo & Western New York 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Charles Hunt 
President 
RPCVs of Colorado 
Denver, CO 
 
Leita Kaldi Davis 
President 
RPCVs of Gulf Coast Florida 
Gulf Coast, FL 
 
Caroline L. Mackenzie 
President 
RPCVs of Hawai’i 
Honolulu, HI 
 
Bette Williams Bass 
Advocacy Coordinator 
RPCVs of Long Island 
Massapequa, NY 
 
Timothy Schilling 
President 
RPCVs of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Danielle Montecalvo 
NPCA Liaison 
RPCVs of Madagascar 
Washington, DC 
 
 
 

Molly Levine 
President 
RPCVs of New Jersey 
South Orange, NJ 
 
Johanna Poston 
Treasurer 
RPCVs of North Florida 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Faith Van Gilder 
Convener 
RPCVs of Northeast Indiana 
Fort Wayne, IN 
 
David Gittelman 
Vice President 
RPCVs of Northeast New York 
Albany, NY 
 
Mary Stanford 
Co-Director 
RPCVs of Northeast Pennsylvania 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Kama Ross 
President 
RPCVs of Northwest Michigan 
Traverse City, MI 
 
Elissa N. Milanowski 
President 
RPCVs of Richmond 
Richmond, VA 
 
Andrea Hansis-Diarte 
Vice President 
RPCVs of San Antonio 
San Antonio, TX 
 
David Garcia 
President 
RPCVs of South Florida 
Homestead, FL 
 
Bailey Hollingsworth 
Co-President 
RPCVs of Southern Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 
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Aixa Nuño 
Founder 
RPCVs of The Villages, FL 
The Villages, FL 
 
Jenna Smith 
President 
RPCVs of Washington, D.C. 
Washington, DC 
 
Mark Bryson 
President 
RPCVs of West Michigan 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 
Martin Havlovic 
President 
RPCVs of Wisconsin-Madison 
Madison, WI 
 
Emily Whitfield 
Co-President 
Sacramento Valley RPCVs 
Sacramento, CA 
 
Amy Morros 
Board Member 
St. Louis Peace Corps Association 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Cindy Kim 
Advocacy Chair 
San Diego Peace Corps Association 
San Diego, CA 
 
Naomi Kovacs 
President 
Santa Barbara Peace Corps Association 
Santa Barbara, CA 
 
Brad Cleveland 
President 
Seattle Area Peace Corps Association 
Seattle, WA 
 
Joby Taylor 
Director 
Shriver Peaceworker Program 
Baltimore, MD 
 

Alan Olson 
Co-Leader 
South Central PA Peace Corps Group 
Gettysburg, PA 
 
Angie Williams-Chehmani 
President 
Southeast Michigan RPCVs 
Detroit, MI 
 
Sky Lantz-Wagner 
President 
Southwest Ohio RPCVs 
Dayton, OH 
 
Helene B. Dudley 
Co-Founder & Executive Director 
TCP Global 
Miami, FL 
 
Allison Stewart 
President 
Tennessee RPCVs 
Nashville, TN 
 
Maggie R. Mitteis 
Interim President 
West Cascades Peace Corps Association 
Eugene, OR 
 
David P. Simmons 
President 
West Virginia RPCVs 
Harpers Ferry, WV 
 
James Burchfield 
President 
Western Montana RPCVs 
Missoula, MT 
 
Barbara Stickle 
Chair, Steering Committee 
Western North Carolina RPCVs 
Weaverville, NC 
 
Kathleen Corey 
President 
Women of Peace Corps Legacy 
Greenbelt, MD 
 

 


