H. E. M. Ali Bongo Ondima,
Président de la République du Gabon

Dear Mr. President,

We wish to express our concern about Mr. Marc Ona Essangui, President of the Gabonese NGO Brainforest. We understand that on 29th March 2013, Mr. Ona Essangui was sentenced to six months’ suspended imprisonment and a fine of five million Central African francs by a Gabonese court, for an alleged case of defamation. We are extremely concerned that his sentence is contrary to the right to the freedom of expression and sets a dangerous precedent for Gabon.
We are writing this to you as fellow recipients of the Goldman Prize and hence counterparts of Mr Ona Essangui. He is known to and respected by many of us as a principled campaigner. Each of us has received international recognition of the work we have done in protecting and enhancing the natural environment and, as people with rich experience in this field, we feel very strongly that Mr Ona Essangui’s sentence is detrimental to the protection of the environment and of local forest communities in Gabon. 
We understand that the case centred on allegations of corruption in relation to oil palm and rubber production in Gabon. The growth of the trade in palm oil around the world is open to public debate and discussion in many countries and the subject of concern in relation to environment and human rights. We are worried that the prosecution of Mr Ona Essangui gives a message that such public discussion and debate are not welcome in Gabon. Quite apart from our concern about the impacts on Mr Ona Essangui himself, we are deeply concerned that respect for the environment and for human rights in Gabon is undermined by this case. 
We would urge you strongly to review Mr Ona Essangui’s case. We would also urge you to take action to ensure that Gabon respects its international commitments on human rights and environmental protection.
Yours sincerely,
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