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Project "Keep Georgia Tidy"

Essay Competition for High School Students on Environmental Issues has been launched!

With the financial support of the Government of Sweden and in the frames of the ,Keep Georgia
Tidy“ Project, Georgian Society of Nature Explorers “Orchis” announces an Essay Competition on
the theme of “Biological Diversity and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)” which aims to
promote environmental protection and the Sustainable Development Goals as they are perceived by

the youth and to increase their engagement. The Competition is open to students of high schools.

The deadline for the submission of essays is January 20, 2021, 18:00. Essays should comprise 5-7
pages.

Two winners (I and II) will be identified per theme in the frames of the Competition, which will be

granted a monetary award comprising 500 GEL and 400 GEL respectively.
The headlines of the essays are:

1. Sustainable Development Goals Directly Connected to Biodiversity Protection and Benefits of
Their Fulfilment

or

2. Sustainable Development Goals Not Directly Connected to Biodiversity Protection and

Benefits of Their Fulfilment

The essay “Sustainable Development Goals Directly Connected to Biodiversity Protection and
Benefits of Their Fulfilment” shall elaborate on biodiversity protection and restoration initiatives
and activities that are required to achieve one or more SDGs which are directly linked to the
protection and restoration of biodiversity and maintenance of ecosystem services. The suggested
ideas shall be substantiated and justified. Proposing own original vision in this regard is welcomed.
It is advisable to describe own vision regarding awareness raising measures targeted at specific

groups of people or wide range of population.

The essay “Sustainable Development Goals Not Directly Connected to Biodiversity Protection and
Benefits of Their Fulfilment” shall elaborate on biodiversity protection and restoration initiatives
and activities that are required to achieve one or more SDGs which are not directly linked to the

protection and restoration of biodiversity and maintenance of ecosystem services. The suggested

Lodo®mggemb 3690l 833eng356ms 3538060 ,mGJolo® — Georgian Society of Nature Explorers “Orchis”
Lodo®mgganm, mdowobo, 0160, ¢s8396¢0b g. Ne10s, - 10a, Tashkenti str., 0160, Tbilisi, Georgia, ¢gao/Tel: (+995 32) 2 38 51 99 / (+995) 595 33 56 99

E-mail: ; Web: www.orkisi.ge
A : :
W e nur A .
- b R e I B Sverige


mailto:orchisge@yahoo.com
http://www.orkisi.ge/

ideas shall be substantiated and justified. The role of the protection and restoration of biological
diversity and importance of the ecosystems maintenance for the achievement of the SDGs shall be
demonstrated. Proposing own original vision in this regard is welcomed. It is advisable to describe
own vision regarding awareness raising measures targeted at specific groups of people or wide range

of population.
The theme covers the following context:
Brief information about the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and biodiversity protection.

193 Member States of the UN agreed on September 25, 2015 on the Sustainable Development
Agenda when adopted the document named “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development’. This Agenda comprises 17 goals and 169 objectives. The SDGs (17 goals)
cover wide range of issues and address interrelated components of the sustainable development:
economic growth, social inclusion and environmental protection. Actions intended for the
protection and restoration of biological diversity, preservation and enhancement of ecosystem
services are the instrument for the achievement of the SDGs. Many of the sustainable development
goals and objectives are directly linked to the protection and restoration of biological diversity (for
instance: to take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts; to protect, restore and
promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems; to sustainably manage forests; to combat
desertification and halt and reverse land degradation; to preserve biodiversity; etc.). Majority of the
SDGs cannot be achieved without actions targeted at protection and restoration of biological
diversity, and maintenance and strengthening of ecosystem services (e.g.: elimination of poverty;
ending of hunger, achieving of food security and improved nutrition, and promotion of sustainable
agriculture; promotion of sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all; building of resilient infrastructure, promoting of inclusive and
sustainable industrialization and fostering of innovation; etc.). In this context, measures for the
protection, conservation, prevention of degradation and restoration of biodiversity are essential
components of the sustainable development and accomplishment of the SDGs, which could be
mainly achieved through the maintenance of diverse and key ecosystem services offered by
biodiversity. The presence of such services is a precondition for attainment of the goals that at a
glance are not directly connected to biodiversity (e.g.: elimination of poverty; ending of hunger,
achieving of food security and improved nutrition and promotion of sustainable agriculture;
promotion of sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all; building of resilient infrastructure, promoting of inclusive and

sustainable industrialization and foster innovation, etc. not to speak about goals which are
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immediately related to the protection and restoration of biodiversity (e.g.: to take urgent action to
combat climate change and its impacts; to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss; etc.). The availability of the forest that ensures well-being of
people can be given as an example. The forest provides food for population (including animal source
foods as it secures habitats and shelter for many animal species) as well as fresh air, timber, etc. In
addition, the forest ensures mitigation of climate change, presence of recreation areas and fresh air
that are of importance for human health, protection from avalanches and landslides, etc. Besides,
forest have water regulation function what ensures the maintenance of surface flow. This is highly
significant for hydro power which is an essential sector. If sufficient water flows would not be
available, hydro power sector could not operate properly and respectively could not supply
electricity to people. Separately should be mentioned how significant is the role of education and
awareness raising of all age groups of population for the fulfilment of the SDGs. The following shall
be particularly highlighted: the importance of awareness raising among wide range of population
including decision makers; activities intended to raise awareness among persons working in
different sectors; campaigns organized in education and awareness raising fields; etc. Education and
awareness raising are effective tools for the fulfilment of the SDGs, and they shall be used during

planning and implementation of specific activities.

Please send your essays on the following e-mail address: orchisge@yahoo.com indicating your

contact information as well as the name of your high school.
Good luck!

"Keep Georgia Tidy" Project is being implemented by the NGO Consortium: Georgian Society of
Nature Explorers “Orchis”, Keep Georgia Tidy and Greens Movement of Georgia/Friends of the
Earth Georgia through funding of the Government of Sweden, with support of Georgian Ministries
of Environmental Protection & Agriculture, Regional Development & Infrastructure, and
Education, Science, Culture & Sport, and in cooperation with the Solid Waste Management

Company of Georgia and Environmental information & Education Centre.
Georgian Society of Nature Explorers “Orchis”

10a Tashkenti St., 0160, Thilisi, Georgia

Tel: (+995 32) 2385199; mob: (+ 995 595) 335699

E-mail: orchisge@yahoo.com; web-page: http://www.orkisi.ge
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