Caste-Ing Ashoka In Bihar

How caste polifics
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=uf the emperor would be instalied
znd Pamaif the party was voted
 puwer. The prime minister, who
is fronting BJP's campaign in Bihar,
has specifically focused only on develop-
ment in his speeches and the contradic-
tions in the opposing JD(U)}RJID-

e

guvernzance.
priadon of

slogan of good governance to hand Nit-

ishKumzr nis 2010 wriumph in Bihar
Union minister Upendra Kushwa-

ha’s brezk with JD(U) in 2013 and his

“formation of Rashiriva Lok Samata

Party (RLSP), which in alliznce with
BJP won three Lok Sabha seats in 2014,

- wasanattempttobreak upthe old Nitish

coalition Along with RLSP, Jitan Ram
Manjhi's HRdustan Awam Morcha,
essentfally aimed at Musahars, and Ram
Vilzs+-Paswan's Dalitfocussed Lok

Ashoka in Patna turned into a
political advocacy event, with
posters coming up across the
city of a bejewelled and
moustachioed Ashoka image,
sitting side-by-side with
Kushwaha caste leaders and
BJP satraps

JanshaktiParty BJP's social coalitionis
essentiallyoneof upper castesandthose
at the very bottom of the czste pyramid
1o take on the Y Muslim-Kurmi-
MBC combine that the mahagathband-
hanisbankingon. 4

Historians havebeenaghastatthebi-
zarreappropriationof Ashokaasacaste
leader. There is no evidence whatsoever
of the emperor’s caste credentials in
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IS being resurrected with dubious history before polls

nave s
ang are increasin
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rural jobs and nega-
gricultural growth in 201314 in
may matter more than appeals 10
rdial caste lovalties. In any case,
electoraldatasines 1931 shows thateaste
t voie
eninBihar
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go0od governance moved Nehru
to describe him as “2 man who though

anemperorn wasgreaterthananykingor
emperor” — as a Kushwaha leader does
not diminish the Mauryan monarch, it
diminishesus.
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