Elephant Village Begins Elephant Dung Paper Production and Sales

Elephant Village is now the first elephant camp in Laos to produce and sell paper products made from elephant dung.  This is another big step in the eco friendly company’s mission towards community support and sustainability in Laos.  

With financial assistance from a German association called GLAD (German Lao Association for Development), Elephant Village was able to procure the equipment needed, build the facilities at their camp and train a new group of villagers from Ban Xieng Lom Village to make the 100% natural and environmentally friendly products.

Producing products made from elephant dung is the ultimate in recycling.  Elephants eat up to 250 kilos of vegetation per day, producing about 50+ kilos of dung per day.  One elephant produces enough dung to make over 100 sheets of paper per day.  The fibrous dung is an excellent raw material for making paper.

There are many steps involved in making elephant dung paper.  Included are activities such as collecting, washing, rinsing, boiling, thrashing, screening and drying.  After the sheet of paper is dried in the sun, the villager’s creative talents kick in.  They make beautiful high quality products such as shopping bags, coasters, light shades, bookmarks, greeting cards and more.  And of course the full sheets of paper are available for sale for those who want to take the paper home and make their own creations. 

Elephant Village and nearby Ban Xieng Lom were able to establish another successful cooperation with learning and practicing new skills to process the dung, produce the paper and make the handicrafts.  They also benefit by receiving a share of the profits generated by this new opportunity.  Thus far the tourists and visitors to the camp are very impressed with the high quality products and the process by which they are made.  Sales have been brisk.

Please visit Elephant Village if you are interested in seeing or purchasing these amazing products and you can even witness the entire process from start to finish.  Paper production starts at 9:30am daily.  

For more details, check out our new videos at:  http://vimeo.com/35230976
Or at: www.elephantvillage-laos.com or www.shangri-lao.com
