Wakarusa Wetlands Learners Project

Sponsored by Jayhawk Audubon Society & 

Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance/StreamLink

Activities & Facilitators*

May 2006 – October 2007

Field events Coordinator – Sandy Sanders, JAS

Internships Coordinator – Alison Reber, KVHA/SL

Art:  Learning to see the wetlands environment with the eye of an artist, and from a variety of perspectives emphasizing its many qualities, colors, textures, shapes, etc. increases awareness and enjoyment of this natural setting.

Carey Maynard-Moody – Sierra Club

Nancy Marshall – artist

Gabrielle Iversen – artist, formerly with StreamLink

Rachel Sudlow – artist

Genevieve Busby – student artist

Botany: Learning about aquatic plants, stem shape classifications, seed dispersal, etc. reveals the complexity, variety, and importance of wetlands plants.

Bill Busby – KBS Associate Scientist**

Sharon Ashworth – KBS Project Coordinator, JAS Board of Directors

Lisa Castle – KU doctoral student in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Chuck Henry – JAS President

Bernadette Kuhn – formerly with KBS

Quinn Long – graduate student in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Herpetology:  Observing snakes, turtles, frogs, etc. up close, while being handled by experts sharing fascinating facts, replaces fear with fascination.

Stan Roth – scientist & teacher, now involved with KBS

George Pisani – KBS Adjunct Research Associate

Keith Coleman – Johnson County Community Junior College

Bill Busby - KBS

History/Geography:  Developing knowledge of the processes that create wetlands, the impact of human activity, their role in our lives, and their essential function as earth’s ‘kidneys,’ or filters, leads to an understanding of their value.

Mike Caron – Executive Director of Save the Wakarusa Wetlands
Alison Reber – Executive Director of Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance/StreamLink

Hydrology:  Learning about the unique quality of soil and water in wetlands environments enables understanding their unique and essential role in nature.

Roger Boyd – Baker University 
Alison Reber – KVHA/SL

Macro-Invertebrates:  Finding and identifying animals without backbones, yet big enough to see with the naked eye (e.g. aquatic insects, snails and crayfish), makes it fun to learn about their roles, relationships, habitats and food sources.

Rex Powell – JAS, Grassland Heritage Foundation 

Bill Busby – KBS

Scott Campbell – KBS Research Associate

Bob Russell – naturalist

Cosmo Canacari – KBS Graduate Student

James Kriz – formerly KBS graduate student

Movement:  By exploring how we feel about wetlands, we become more connected with this type of environment.  We can use our body as a physical representation of our responses to its landscapes, wildlife, and other qualities. 

Jeanne Klein – Director of KU Theater for Young People 

Grace (Sarah) Darling – teaching artist at Raintree Montessori 

Orienteering:  Using maps, compasses and landmarks to determine ones location and many other aspects of any environment is both fun and useful.

Bob Burkhart – ALL-WinWin MentorshipART, “Bioneer adVenturing Eco-Futurist”
Water Chemistry: Understanding pH and other variables of water composition is essential to learning about how water quality affects aquatic organisms.

Travis Daneke – formerly with StreamLink, now KDHE

Christine Boller – formerly with StreamLink

Alison Reber – KVHA/SL

Facilitator interns developing skills in facilitating wetlands activities:

Stephanie Barrows – MA Latin American Studies, BS Biology

Jason Beury – MS Environmental Science/Engineering, BA Spanish, KBS

Rebecca Foster – KU undergraduate in Environmental Studies, Monarch Watch

Diana Matthews – KU undergraduate in Creative Writing

Sarah Schmits – KU undergraduate in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology

*In addition to their areas of expertise, all facilitators and interns have extensive experience in other areas and organizations related to natural environments.  Many also have broad experience teaching students from pre-school to post-graduate level about natural environments and associated organisms.  The knowledge and skills of the facilitators are crucial to the success of this project. 

 **Kansas Biological Survey (KBS), through liaison Bill Busby, has been a major partner and contributor to the WWL project from its inception.  Anna Busby, Schwegler 6th grade science teacher, was instrumental in the initial development of this project.  WWL project sponsors acknowledge and appreciate the essential contributions of the Busbys.

Note:  The types of activities change according to the season, which facilitators are available on a given date, and the size of the school group.  Also, each facilitator does a slightly different version of the activity, according to his or her expertise and interests.  Of the 5 activities included in every event, our goal is to have a minimum of 2 that are science focused (at least 1 aquatic & 1 terrestrial), 1 focused on some aspect of the history/geology/background of these wetlands, and 1 with an expressive/sensorial focus.  

