Dear Roland, 
I was responding to your queries but I was not getting any reply. 

Anyway, am writing this to put the status of the Makapuno coconut in the right perspective.

After a trip to Thailand in 1989, where I met Dr. Uthai at the Bangkok Flower Center where he showed me his cultures of Makapuno embryos collected from the Philippines, I started working on it in the Philippines.   My first work was to improve on the media, the one used by Dr. de Guzman when she first showed that the Makapuno embryo could be excised and grown in vitro was White’s medium which was inferior compared to Murahsige and the modified Y3 media formulation (Rillo & Paloma, 1990, Oleagineux, 45(7):320-323). The tissue culture team at the PCA-Albay Research Center under my leadership has optimized the embryo culture technology with funds from COGENT that it is now a transferable technology.  As you have mentioned in your write there are more that 10 government and non government laboratories culturing Makapuno embryos in the Philippines.  To date there are about 340 hectares planted to embryo cultured Makapuno in the country, the largest is a newly established 20 hectare plantation in Aroroy, Masbate, one of the island provinces, south of the Luzon Island.  The biggest productive plantation is a 15 year old 10 hectare plantation in Sorsogon, province which is giving 99 to 100% Makapno nuts.  Another 8 hectare plantation is located in Batangas province. 
The report of the germinating Makapuno in the Makapuno Island in Thailand has yet to be verified.  When the report came out, I planted 3 batches of 50 Makapuno nuts to see if any of them will germinate.  These nuts were of the type 3 Makapuno (which would give a dull swishing sound when shaken) because the nut is not really full of the soft endosperm but with slightly thickened liquid endosperm.  Unfortunately, not one of them germinated.  As far as I understand the Makapuno phenomenon the nut will not germinate in situ.  To quote the Filipino biochemist I consulted regarding the reported germinating Makapuno, it can happen but very, very remote.  We will be happy to get an update on this.  The proof here will be to see if the germinated nuts will give a high Makapuno yield.  Until that time I still have my doubts.  I still have to visit the Makapuno Island.  

Your data and figures in your paper to be published are from my paper published or read in various fora.  If I may correct it, it was Dr. de Guzman who first demonstrated that the Makapuno embryo can be excised and grown in vitro but it was me and my team at the Albay Research Center who did further research and who exploited the coconut embryo culture to develop a Makapuno-based industry in the country.  In fact, I was given a Presidential plaque and trophy last July 14, 2007, as outstanding agricultural scientist because of this work and awarded the distinguished UPLB Alumni trophy last Oct. 9, 2007, also for the same work.  All the laboratories in the Philippines were established under my initiative and are still under my technical supervision to date.
Embryo cultured Makapuno need not be planted in an island to get 100 % Makapuno nuts.  We have data to show that a one hectare embryo cultured Makapuno plantation amidst all the other coconut varieties will give up to 80% Makapuno nut harvested at monthly intervals.  Makapuno has to be harvested every 30 days to be of optimum quality for processing.  They rot very quickly if allowed to over mature in the tree.  R & D on the various other uses, particularly on the pharmaceutical and cosmetology aspects of the Makapuno nut are also underway in the country.  Export of Makapuno has considerably increased in the last couple of years.
