
  

 

  

Four environmental stewards working to address oil and gas 
impacts to receive 2018 Community Sentinel Award  

	
WASHINGTON, DC – October 24, 2018 – As oil and gas representatives descend on Pittsburgh this week 
for the annual Shale Insight conference, four advocates working to protect their communities from the 
harms of oil and gas development have been selected to receive the 2018 Community Sentinel Award for 
Environmental Stewardship, coordinated by FracTracker Alliance: 

• Ellen Gerhart – Pennsylvania 
• Natasha Léger – Colorado 
• Rebecca Roter – Pennsylvania 
• Youth award: Nalleli Cobo – California 

 
This year’s recipients have founded grassroots organizations to protect communities from nearby drilling,  
paired traditional advocacy with scientific savvy, protested pipelines on land taken by eminent domain, 
and organized to stop urban drilling despite persistent health problems related to the drilling activity.  

 “The impacts of the oil and gas industry are visible across the United States, but hope abounds in the 
volunteers working in their communities and cherished places to document, report, and confront fossil 
fuel harms,” remarked Brook Lenker, Executive Director of FracTracker Alliance. “We are proud to honor 
Ellen, Natasha, Rebecca, and Nalleli this year, whose noble actions exemplify the transformative power of 
caring, committed, and engaged people.” 

These four steadfast advocates were nominated by peers and selected by a committee of community 
defense leaders: Raina Rippel of Southwest Pennsylvania Environmental Health Project (Pennsylvania); 
Dan Shaffer of Allegheny-Blue Ridge Alliance and Dominion Pipeline Monitoring Coalition (Virginia); Dan 
Xie of Student PIRG (Florida); Jill Hunkler- Native American activist (Ohio); and Elena Sorokina of Crude 
Accountability (Washington, DC). 

The award recipients will each receive $1,000 for their efforts and be recognized at an evening reception 
at the Renaissance Pittsburgh Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on Monday, November 26, 2018. The 
reception will also recognize heroes of the movement who recently passed away. 

This year’s major Community Sentinel sponsors include 11th Hour Project, The Heinz Endowments, and 
Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds. Award partners (to date) include Allegheny-Blue Ridge Alliance, 
Breathe Project, Center for Coalfield Justice, Crude Accountability, Earthworks, Food & Water Watch, Halt 
the Harm Network, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, Pipeline and Property Rights Center, Save the 
Hills Alliance, Sierra Club, Southwest Pennsylvania Environmental Health Project, and Viable Industries. 

To learn more about the fourth annual Community Sentinel Award for Environmental Stewardship and to 
purchase tickets to the reception on November 26th, please visit fractracker.org/sentinel-award. 
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About FracTracker Alliance 

FracTracker Alliance is a national non-profit with regional offices in California, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Washington DC. The organization’s mission is to study, map, and communicate the risks of 
oil and gas development to protect our planet and support the renewable energy transformation. Learn 
more at fractracker.org.    
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Samantha Rubright 
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