
SHAVUOS



S h a v u o s

Each and every utterance that came out of Hashem’s mouth was then 
divided into all seventy languages - 

The reason for this is explained by the Kedushas Levi (Shavous) that Hashem wanted 
to the Torah to be able to take be implanted and take root wherever our people would 
wander in exile. That way once we left our country and went into galus no matter what 
country we would go we could take our Torah with us since even there it was given in 
their language, and it spoke to each nation in their way. Added the Zutshka Rebbe that 
perhaps that is hinted at in our nusach for YomTov kiddush and davening when we say 
that “Hashem uplifted us above all lashon, all other tongues and languages,” that Hashem 
caused us to be uplifted through the power of the foreign languages of the nations of the 
world since Hashem had rooted the power of the Torah in each of their national languag-
es so that in turn we would be uplifted by them towards Hashem.

Regarding the Custom to Eat Dairy Milchig Foods on Shavous

Avraham Avinu fed the Angels both Milk and Meat

There is a widespread Jewish custom - a minhag Yisroel Torah to eat dairy foods on Shavous. 
One of the reasons for this custom is because it was through dairy that we overcame the 
angels and defeated their argument that Hashem should have given them the Torah in-
stead of to mankind. Our sages, Chazal taught (Midrash Tehillim 8) that Hashem dis-
guised Moshe and transformed his facial features so that he looked like Avraham Avinu 
and Hashem said to the angels, aren’t you ashamed to argue with the person who hosted 
you and treated you as guests, feeding you dairy and meat?! Therefore, we have the cus-
tom on Shavous to eat dairy foods as well as meat since it was through both foods that we 
merited to receive the Torah and overcome the arguments of the angels. 

When the Angels ate Milk first and then Meat They Defeated Their Own Argument

Another reason (based on the Da’as Zekeinim Bereishis 18:8) is that we know that Chazal 
taught (Yoma 28b) that Avraham Avinu fulfilled the whole entire Torah even before it 
was given. If so, how could he have fed the angels basar be’chalav - a forbidden mixture of 
meat and dairy? Therefore, the pasuk clearly tells us how Avraham first fed them dairy 
before meat. This demonstrates that Avraham Avinu did not violate the halachah since 



Zutshka Haggadah Shel Pesach Pearls

And the Bnei Yisroel sighed and cried out and their cries and prayers acended -

Although this was not a tefilah or prayer but it was a sigh or groan that escaped them due to their 
harsh slave labor in Egypt, nonetheless on High this was heard and interpreted as a tefilah and a 
prayer because Hashem remembered His covenant with the holy avos - the patriarchs. As it says 
“and Elokim remembered His bris.” This is because when the matter is rooted in holiness then any 
branches are tied back to the source. Therefore, any Jewish groan or sigh of pain leaves a great 
lasting impression in High up above. When a Jew sighs from the innermost depths of his heart he is 
moving the root source in holiness, that reaches back across the expanses through time to our holy 
forefathers the Avos heKedoshim.

The truth is that within each and every Jewish sigh or groan there is a deep depth hidden there, 
even if the external facade appears to be filled with spiritual pain and pangs of longing for the soul’s 
root up above. This is what the pasuk said “And Elokim saw Bnei Yisroel, and Elokim knew,” this da’as 
or knowledge means attachment and connection. Their sighs and groans were an awakening in their 
souls to cleave and attach themselves in dveykus to Hashem and this started to shine the light of 
redemption. To teach us the power of a Jewish sigh or groan from the innermost depths of a Jewish 
heart and soul. (ז"משת)

I and no angel - 

There is a well-known difficulty in the pasuk Shemos 12:23 it says that Hashem will not let the de-
stroyer enter “ֹלְו ֤ ֹ֥בָל תיִ֔חְׁשַּמַה ֙ןֵּתִי א  however the simple meaning seems to be that ”ףֹּֽגְנִל םֶ֖כיֵּתָּֽב־לֶא א
this was Hashem Himself, rather the problem is that Hashem is the epitome of all goodness [and 
then how can He be the destroyer?] Therefore it does not use Hashem’s proper Divine Name and 
instead it uses the term Mashchis or destroyer, but the truth is that this power of destruction was 
none other than Hashem Himself. (ט"משת)

Signs and Wonders - Osos - Signs this refers to the staff - the Mateh - 

When the tzadik has the power to achieve and work wonders and miracles, this is all through the 
Matteh - the attribute of humility and lowliness (See Noam Elimelech to Parshas BeShalach) (ז"נשת)

And He built for us the Bais HaBechirah - the Holy Temple to atone for all our sins - 

The Author of the Pesach Haggadah is teaching us that the entire goal of all these travels, adven-
tures and travails was all for one ultimate purpose: Hashem delivered us out of Egypt and all of this 
brought us to this point, now in order that we merit total full atonement for all our sins, that we only 
merited all this for the sake of building the Bais HaMikdash to atone for us for all our sins. (ו"משת)

The reason why we eat this matzo is to commemorate that the dough of our ancestors did not 
have time to rise and leaven until Hashem was revealed to them, the King of Kings, the Holy One 
Blessed Be He and He redeemed them.

The truth is that the very fact that our ancestor’s dough failed to rise, a symbolic representation of 
the attribute of lowliness and humility as opposed to chametz, whose nature is to rise and become 
bloated and fat, symbolic of vanity, haughtiness, arrogance and false pride. In this symbolism itself 
was Hashem revealed to them as King of Kings and He redeemed them. The redemption of their 
souls is in fact their salvation from vanity and haughtiness and false pride. For when a person is 
delivered from vanity and pride then the evil one, the yetzer hara no longer has any power over him 
and cannot rule him anymore, and therefore he is automatically saved and delivered from all evil, 
whether in spiritual or physical matters. (ז"נשת)
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one may eat dairy before meat but not vice versa. This concepts hints to us how the attrib-
ute of mercy overcomes strict justice since dairy alludes to mercy (milk is white) whereas 
meat alludes to strict justice (meat is red). We rule in Shulchan Aruch (Yore Deah 105:3) 
that tata gavar - whatever food is on the bottom overcomes whatever is on top, since dairy 
is consumed first, we look at it as if it is on the bottom and its mercy overcomes the strict 
justice of the meat.

We learn from this when the angels ate Avraham Avinu’s food, meat after dairy, this 
proves that tata gavar and that Yisroel were given the ability to overcome the angels and 
defeat their argument since Bnei Yisroel live down here in this world below and the an-
gels are denizens of the supernal world on High in Heaven, and therefore when the angels 
ate dairy before meat to fulfill tata gavar they themselves demonstrated how the lower 
element defeats and overcomes the element above it, and we can now see how the Torah 
was given to us down here below.

This idea can be understood as hinted at in the pasuk (Bereishis 18:8) “And he [Avraham], 
stood over them beneath the tree while they ate,” we can understand the pasuk to mean 
that when the angels ate dairy and afterwards meat, this is what caused Avraham Avinu 
to stand over them, above them on a higher station than them, Avraham was then uplift-
ed higher than the Angels. This is what rooted the power and ability for his descendants 
to defeat the angels and receive the Torah. Whereas the angels were eating this meal gave 
Avraham’s descendants the ability to take upon themselves to bear the burden and yoke 
of the holy Torah named the Etz ha’Chaim - this is what it means that he stood beneath 
the ‘tree’ while they ate.

We can find another hint to this idea in the teaching of Chazal Shabbos 127a that hosting 
guests and fulfilling hachnasas orchim is even greater than greeting the Divine Presence 
of the Shechinah, that when Avraham went to greet the angels as his guests, they were 
sent out disguised as wandering wayfarers, this act cemented the foundation of Kabbalas 
ha’Torah for his descendants. This was a great and lofty act of hachnasas orchim, and it was 
able to bring his descendants beneath the canopy of the Shechinah, and it was as if Avra-
ham left his own Kabalas Pnei Shechinah for his descendants to cement the foundation 
for them. Surely this great Kabals Orchim became that on which hangs the entire pur-
pose of all Creation since it led to Kabbalas haTorah. (From his handwritten manuscript.)

A New Torah as Our Wedding Gift

During Kiddusha Rabbah after davening on Shavous the Zutshka Rebbe said: Mazal Tov! 
May our marriage together with Hashem go well and may Hashem have Yiddishe Nachas 
from us! He explained that he would not say a dvar Torah since we just received a brand-
new Torah at the Kabbalas Ha’Torah from Hashem and we first need to study and learn 
what we received. (תשמ"ה)


