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Why does India remain poor and backward?
Within this over-arching central issue, this book paints on a wide canvas seeking answers to a host of questions and issues about India's development since independence, including:
· Why does poverty persist in India? Is it due to a lack of resources or a result of India's ruling elite uncritically following wrong policies? 
· Is poverty the poverty of mind?
· Can growth alone take care of poverty, irrespective of distribution of incomes? 
· Why and how are economics and politics intertwined and inseparable? 
· What are the causes of a rapid deterioration of India's leadership after independence? 

· What are the implications of India's ruling elite having little value for ideas? 

· Education is important but is its content any less important? 

· Did Indian elite's belief in Western superiority lead to Gandhi’s marginalisation?

· Why does copying from the West result in non-solutions? 
· Do disruption in society and black economy reinforce each other in a vicious cycle? 
· Why has globalisation been a one-way street for the last 250 years? 

· Why is globalisation currently globalisation only of the elite? 
· Is the faster growth of the Indian economy from 1980 the result of sectoral and compositional changes or is it just due to opening up?   
· Is the "growth at any cost" strategy unstable given its dependence on the impulses of a small elite class? 
· Is there a disadvantage of a late start rather than an advantage? 

· Has indiscriminate adoption of technology impacted society and environment? 
· How consumption has turned into consumerism?   
· How does the financial system both facilitate investments and lead to growing disparities?
· How India's fiscal problems are linked to the black economy and the leadership?


