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ALLIANCE
Local Food Matters







September 2, 2016
Dear Candidate for the Illinois Legislature,

Illinois Stewardship Alliance (ISA) invites you to complete the following questionnaire to share your policy perspectives on sustainable agriculture and local foods systems in Illinois.  Please return in the enclosed envelope no later than October 1, 2016.  Note, we plan to publish responses on our website at www.ilstewards.org in October. 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Senate or House (circle);  District: __________________

About Illinois Stewardship Alliance: We are a statewide non-profit with farmer and other food system members.  Our communications reach more than 5,000 email addresses, as well as a network of partner organizations.  ISA’s mission is to promote environmentally sustainable, economically viable, socially just, local food systems through policy development, advocacy, and education.  We envision a system where soils are treated as a precious resource, local food producers earn a fair, living wage, local food education is integrated into all levels of education, infrastructure is rebuilt to accommodate local food systems, and good food is available for all.
Question 1

Please describe any experience you have related to agriculture, and let us know what “local foods” means to you.  (If you do not have much experience with these issues, let us know here; we would still appreciate your best attempts at answering the subsequent questions.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2

The average age of farmers has been increasing over time, with the US Farm Census reporting an increase from 50.5 in 1982 to 58.3 in 2012.  At the same time, development pressures have been increasing the price of farmland in Illinois.  What should Illinois do in order to make farming a more accessible and viable career path for young people?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 3
Wyoming has passed, and other states have begun considering, “Food Freedom” bills, declaring a right to buy and sell many local farm products and homemade foods in direct-to-(informed) consumer transactions for home use.  (http://wyomingfoodfreedom.com/)  While Illinois has deregulated the direct sale of limited farm products and homemade goods (cottage foods), many barriers remain for small producers.  Would you be open to exploring ways to reduce barriers for these small businesses?  What suggestions do you have?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 4

The Illinois Department of Agriculture estimated in 2011 that over 90% of the food purchased in Illinois came from out of state.  In order for more of the food we eat to be sourced locally, we need more farmers raising diversified crops and livestock, and we need to reinvest in scale-appropriate infrastructure (such as regional mills, livestock and poultry processing, food hubs) to process and transport farm products.  Please explain what Illinois should do to foster local food economies (capital investment, tax incentives, subsidized loans, etc.).    (For more information about the potential economic impact of local foods, see the Illinois studies at http://www.crcworks.org/?submit=fffc.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 5

Agricultural research, education, and technical assistance are among the many important programs and services that depend on Illinois having a complete and funded state budget.  Sustainable agriculture suffers without functioning Soil and Water Conservation Districts, University of Illinois Cooperative Extension, relevant state agencies, and other resources.  Would you support full funding of these important resources?  Please explain your answer.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 6

Illinois disproportionately contributes excess nitrogen and phosphorus run-off into the Mississippi River Basin.  Run-off from the Midwest has already created a Gulf ‘Dead Zone’ about the size of Connecticut.  The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency issued voluntary guidelines through the Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy, and diverse groups, including agriculture, environment, water treatment, and conservation, are working together to promote cover cropping as one effective strategy to trap nutrients on farms.  What should we do to accelerate adoption of cover cropping, considering that the benefit is a public good, but the costs fall on the farmers?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 7

Illinois Stewardship Alliance’s farmer members frequently raise concern over pesticide drift.  Drift means lost income when plants are killed or damaged; for organic farms, it can also mean loss of organic certification and loss of the organic price premium.  How can we better protect neighboring farms, residences, and other properties from this damage, and how should responsibility be allocated?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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