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ALLIANCE
Local Food Matters







September 2, 2016

Dear Candidate for the Illinois Caucus of the U.S. Congress,

Illinois Stewardship Alliance (ISA) invites you to complete the following questionnaire to share your policy perspectives on sustainable agriculture and local foods systems in Illinois.  Please return in the enclosed envelope no later than October 1, 2016.  Note, we plan to publish responses on our website at www.ilstewards.org in October. 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Senate or House (circle);  District: __________________

About Illinois Stewardship Alliance: We are a statewide non-profit with farmer and other food system members.  Our communications reach more than 5,000 email addresses, as well as a network of partner organizations.  ISA’s mission is to promote environmentally sustainable, economically viable, socially just, local food systems through policy development, advocacy, and education.  We envision a system where soils are treated as a precious resource, local food producers earn a fair, living wage, local food education is integrated into all levels of education, infrastructure is rebuilt to accommodate local food systems, and good food is available for all.
Question 1

Please describe any experience you have related to agriculture, and let us know what “local foods” means to you.  (If you do not have much experience with these issues, let us know here; we would still appreciate your best attempts at answering the subsequent questions.)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2

The average age of farmers has been increasing over time, with the US Farm Census reporting an increase from 50.5 in 1982 to 58.3 in 2012.  At the same time, development pressures have been increasing the price of farmland in Illinois.  What should Congress do in order to make farming a more accessible and viable career path for young people?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Question 3

Public investment in agricultural research, education, and technical assistance is important in order to provide equitable access to resources and unbiased information, and to combat the loss of genetic diversity in our food system (more than 80% decline in food crop biodiversity over the last century).  Illinois farmers have relied on entities such as the Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the University of Illinois Cooperative Extension for such services, but these entities are threatened by serious underinvestment from the State.  What should Congress do to ensure that these important services continue to be available?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Question 4

The Illinois Department of Agriculture estimated in 2011 that over 90% of the food purchased in Illinois came from out of state.  In order for more of the food we eat to be sourced locally, we need more farmers raising diversified crops and livestock, and we need to reinvest in scale-appropriate infrastructure (such as regional mills, livestock and poultry processing, food hubs) to process and transport farm products.  Please explain what Congress should do to foster local food economies (capital investment, tax incentives, subsidized loans, etc.).    (For more information about the potential economic impact of local foods, see the Illinois studies at http://www.crcworks.org/?submit=fffc.)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 5
Programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and school meal programs help ensure that vulnerable Americans have access to sufficient food.   Additionally, the Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentives (FINI) program provides extra funding for SNAP clients to buy fresh produce from local farmers, and Farm-to-School programs bring fresh, local foods into schools.  Such programs pair food quality with hunger alleviation, while putting money in the pockets of local farmers.  What else can we do to link hunger alleviation with investment in the success of local farmers?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Question 6

Earlier this year, Congress enacted a law mandating labels for genetically engineered foods, but gave companies the option to provide a QR code for customers to scan with a smart phone.  Critics argue that QR codes would obscure information and discriminate against individuals without this technology.  Would you support strengthening labeling requirements for genetically engineered foods to provide clear, on package labeling?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 7

As our climate changes, farmers face increasing threats from severe weather events, drought, and higher average temperatures, which can cause major economic harm.  Farming has always involved risk, but how should the United States prepare to support our farmers through even more challenging weather and climate patterns?  Note, conservation practices can actually move carbon from the atmosphere into the soil and help in the fight against climate change.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Question 8
Illinois and other states along the Mississippi River Basin are faced with the challenge of reducing the amount of nitrogen and phosphorus that run off into our waterways, causing a massive ‘Dead Zone’ in the Gulf of Mexico.  Conservation practices such as cover cropping have proven benefits in reducing such nutrient loss, as well as keeping more carbon in the soil rather than the atmosphere.  Programs like Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) help fund investment in these conservation practices.  Given that conservation benefits us all, how can we help more farmers pay the costs to implement additional conservation practices?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Question 9
Immigrants play a significant role in our food system, working in fields, factories, and restaurants, and participating in our communities.  How can our immigration policies better reflect the important role that immigrants play in our food economies?  How can we increase opportunities for farm ownership among minority groups, including immigrants?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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