ShrIgurubhyo NamaH

 ‘Svapnoditam’, is a work of Sri Sadashivendra Saraswati of Nerur.  The Jnani’s establishment in sarvAtmatva expresses itself in his dream state too.  The Brihadaranyaka Upanishad IV.iii.20 and the Bhashyam bring out this fact. ‘Svapnoditam’ is his outpouring during the dream. 

The special feature of this hymn is that the expression: ‘deshikAnugraha’ appears in every verse up to the thirteenth and thereafter ‘deshikendrakrupA’ finds place in the verses up to the 21st.  The last two verses, 22 and 23, are the expressions of further wonderment and benediction to those who devoutly contemplate on the hymn.
1. Having taken refuge in the cool high tides that are my Guru’s Grace, I live in the exalted state filled with the surfeit of the Bliss of the Atman.

2. Having mounted on the head of the intoxicated huge elephant that is my Guru’s Grace, I wander in the abode of Atman that is resplendent with the joy of equanimity. 

3. Perched on the zenith of the tall mountain that is my Guru’s Grace, to me the entire meager world appears as trivial as a blade of grass.  
4. My mind having been caught tightly by the great crocodile that is my Guru’s Grace, I perceive not absolutely the entire world of moving and non-moving beings.

5. Having warded off the crocodile that is my mind with the sturdy stick that is my Guru’s Grace, now I perceive the entire world as not other than the Atman, my Self.
6. As the Sun that is my Guru’s Grace rises in all its grandeur, I witness the all-pervading wonderful humming of the Blissful Atman.  
7. Even as the moon that is my Guru’s Grace rises, what a wonder! My inner lotus (mind) blossoms forth fully.

8. When the forest-fire that is my Guru’s Grace lights up in its largesse, it burns up without remainder the world-illusion and Oh! It cools me pleasantly.

9.  Upon the parched arid ground of my mind that is scorched by the Sun that is my Guru’s Grace, what a wonder! A plant that is the bliss of the Self has beautifully sprouted.

10. When the hurricane that is my Guru’s Grace is blowing all over, what a wonder! How is it that the ocean that is my mind remains calm? 

11.  Incessantly identified with the ever-flowing cascade of my Guru’s Grace, my mind, freed from any extraneous thoughts, is ever absorbed (in the Self).     
12.  When I am happily draped with the ‘peetaambaram’, the holy cloak, that is my Guru’s Grace, how at all will the miseries of cold, heat, etc. ever touch me? 

13. To me, the Monarch of the vast kingdom that is had by my Guru’s Grace, there is nothing, without any distinction, that is not under my control.  [The idea is that the Jnani sees the entire creation as not apart from himself. He has himself risen beyond all needs, being Purna, as said in the Gita III ch.: na chAsya sarvabhUteShu kashchid artha vyapAshrayaH.  There is nothing in the creation that can subdue him.]   
14.   [From this verse onwards the word ‘deshikendra-krupaa’ occurs.] The sword that is my Guru’s Compassion has decimated the gang of inimical desires.  As a result, I am happily residing in the vast abode of incessant bliss of my Atman. 
15. The sword of my Guru’s Compassion has rent asunder the lion called my mind.  So, I wander fearlessly in the forest of my inner Being continuously.

16. Upon the huge tree of ignorance having been severed completely, I know not where the ghost of samsara has fled. (ghost: vetaala.  There is a belief that vetaala resides in a tree.)

17. The coolness of the moon that is my Guru’s compassion has pleasantly cooled my entire being.  As a result, I experience not the scorching heat of the Sun of samsara.

18. Immersed that I am in the ocean of Consciousness that is the moon-waters of my Guru’s Compassion, I perceive not anything that is apart from me.

19. The incessant darkness of ignorance has been dispelled by the moon that is my Guru’s Compassion.  What a wonder has occurred!  I do not see anything (of the world as an effect of ignorance).

20.  The blissful lotus has blossomed due to the moon that is my Guru’s Compassion.  Repeatedly do I delight in my Self by partaking of the sweet fragrance of that lotus again and again [Aaghraya-aaghraaya hrishyaami svaatmanyeva muhur-muhuH]

21. The moon-stone of my mind has melted due to the arising of the moon that is my Guru’s Compassion.  I have attained supreme repose in that state of singular Consciousness.

22. Oh! I have done what is to be done owing to my Guru’s Grace.  Therefore, ye men! Become devoted to the Great Guru.
23. Whoever contemplates on this method of ‘Svapnodita’ as described above is sure to attain the purifying state of the Supremely Real Bliss.

[Concluded]

                                       SrIsadgurucharanAravindArpaNamastu

                                                             Om Tat Sat    

