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The discursive turn in sociolinguistics and related interest in exploring acts of 
compliance and resistance to language policy resonates with related developments 
in the social sciences. This presentation focuses on sociolinguistic debates on 
language testing and citizenship legislation in Luxembourg, which is designated as 
a trilingual country, officially recognising three languages in its language law of 
1984: Luxembourgish as the national language, and French and/or German as 
legal, judicial and administrative languages. Luxembourgish presents the somewhat 
paradoxical case of being a small and mostly spoken language that is officially 
recognised as the national language of Luxembourg. Although Luxembourgish is not 
widely used for functions linked to standardised written languages, the 2008 
citizenship law has introduced formalised language testing in Luxembourgish. 
Recent citizenship legislation thus signals a potential shift away from the ‘ideal’ 
trilingual citizen towards the ‘ideal’ citizen-speaker being first and foremost a 
speaker of Luxembourgish. 
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