More on the Continuing Triumph of Isaac Shalom: The Rabbinical Alliance of America, the Schneersohn-Christ, and the Kassin Family

Last week I posted an item on the Mirrer Yeshivah, Isaac Shalom, and the Kassin Family in the ongoing Death of Sephardic Judaism:

https://groups.google.com/g/Davidshasha/c/Zp7U_fGi7_Q
This week we got a handy addendum, courtesy of Image magazine, a Brooklyn SY community staple:

https://mailchi.mp/bc01ad51f30d/raa-33rd-annual-chai-elul-siyum-hashas?e=bc05280632
It is from the Ultra-Orthodox Rabbinical Alliance of America via the Sephardic Lebanese Congregation:

https://rabbinicalalliance.org/
https://www.slccongregation.org/
The announcement of the RAA’s Siyum Hashas features many Ashkenazi Ultra-Orthodox heavy hitters:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16BcmVARxmDTS61qwflglL_hdX464Xnys/view?ths=true
Here they are:

Rabbi Mendy Mirocznik
https://rabbinicalalliance.org/2020/05/10/raa-executive-vice-president-rabbi-mendy-mirocznik-to-advise-city-on-reopening-schools-and-synagogues/
Rabbi Michael Meir Melnicke

https://www.chabad.org/news/article_cdo/aid/2547600/jewish/Grenada-Gets-Permanent-Rabbi-Enhancing-the-Flavor-of-the-Spice-Islands.htm
Rabbi Yehoshua S. Hecht
https://bethisraelchabad.org/about/our-rabbi-rebbetzin/
Rabbi Shaul Y. Kassin

http://westdealshul.org/the_staff/rabbi-kassin/
Rabbi Leibel Wulliger

https://www.torahvodaath.org/academics/kollel-nachlas-dovid/
Seeing the name Hecht, and that unmistakable plastic smile, brought back those warm “Kill Rabin” SY memories, courtesy of Shalom fave, and committed enemy of Hakham Matloub Abadi, Rabbi Abraham “Moser” Hecht:

https://www.jta.org/archive/n-y-congregation-isolates-rabbi-who-said-killing-rabin-permissible
And, of course, we have the token Sephardi on the list, Rabbi Saul Kassin, the grandson of the convicted felon and friend of the Mir:
https://archives.fbi.gov/archives/newark/press-releases/2011/chief-rabbi-of-brooklyn-congregation-sentenced-for-illegally-moving-cash-related-to-international-charity
The RAA event proudly honors the NYPD at the time of Black Lives Matter:

https://www.propublica.org/article/over-700-complaints-about-nypd-officers-abusing-protesters-then-silence
Apparently, the RAA and its Hasidic allies are not worried, as the NYPD treats them quite differently than those pesky Blacks:

https://nypost.com/2020/10/07/covid-19-unrest-raises-questions-over-nypds-handling-of-hasidic-enclaves/
The RAA event is dominated by the Schneersohn-Christ contingent, which was brought to the Brooklyn SY community by Isaac Shalom when he hired the aforementioned Abraham Hecht:

https://www.chabad.org/news/article_cdo/aid/2098295/jewish/A-Chabad-Rabbi-who-Led-Sephardic-Congregations.htm
The complete article follows this note.
Savor every last word of it!

In the malignant I. Shalom spirit, which we continue to see in the Ashkenazi peregrinations of the Kassin family, I would like to point to the following passage from the article:

“I am still very much identified with Chassidus,” Hecht wrote in his 2006 autobiography, using the Yiddish word referring to the Chassidic way of life, “which has shown me the proper way of life in the American wasteland. My situation might have appeared interesting and bizarre, yet I found the description of a Lubavitcher Sephardic Rabbi quite comfortable.”

Indeed, the murderous spirit of Hecht continues to live in the Brooklyn SY community, as we can see in the following SY CHABAD alliance:
https://www.chabadnj.org/page.asp?pageID=%7BC5ED40ED-2C79-4A4F-A978-EF34AC4B2867%7D
In addition to honoree Harry Adjmi, the CHABAD Dinner Chairpersons listing features many of the most important leaders in an SY community that has coldly turned its back on the Sephardic heritage, but is, as we can clearly see, quite excited about the Schneersohn-Christ and his messiahship!

Once again, we can see how Isaac Shalom’s destruction of Hakham Matloub has led to some very perilous results for a Sephardic community that has adopted the twisted, nihilistic values of Ashley Madison:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wZLZSZ-TP8aUVjs351YThh74WHzCBorf37U0HqY2brY/edit
It comes at a time when the Sephardic community is oblivious to the myriad ways in which the Ashkenazim have taken charge of our intellectual heritage, as can be seen in the just-published installment of the Cambridge History of Judaism dedicated to the Medieval Muslim world:

http://services.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/religion/history-religion/cambridge-history-judaism-volume-5
The Arab Jews are too busy making money and violating the Torah to deal with their history and culture, so the usual Ashkenazi suspects, many of the Anti-Maimonidean variety, take charge and cut us out.

It has become, pace I. Shalom, the natural order of things.

David Shasha

A Chabad Rabbi who Led Sephardic Congregations - Rabbi Abraham Hecht, 90

By: Dovid Zaklikowski

Rabbi Abraham Hecht, a Chabad-Lubavitch rabbi who served as the spiritual leader of Sephardic congregations in North America for more than 65 years, passed away Saturday night at the age of 90. For many years, he the was vice president of the Sephardic Rabbinical Council, president of Rabbinical Council for Syrian Jewry in North America, and president of the Rabbinical Alliance of America. Beloved by his congregants, he built Congregation Shaare Zion in Brooklyn, N.Y., into the largest Sephardic congregation in North America.

“I am still very much identified with Chassidus,” Hecht wrote in his 2006 autobiography, using the Yiddish word referring to the Chassidic way of life, “which has shown me the proper way of life in the American wasteland. My situation might have appeared interesting and bizarre, yet I found the description of a Lubavitcher Sephardic Rabbi quite comfortable.”

Born in 1922 to Shia and Sorah Hecht in Brooklyn, N.Y., he studied at the Rabbi Chaim Berlin and Torah Vodaath schools. As a boy, he was imbued by his parents with love of Judaism and Jewish scholarship. “The American soil resisted their efforts at every turn [to maintain Jewish tradition],” Hecht said of his parents’ struggles, “but their roots were only strengthened by the adverse conditions.”

Their home served as a focal point for assisting others and was a center for many charitable endeavors. Rabbis from Europe and the Holy Land would often make the Hecht home their base during visits to New York.

His father would personally prepare the room where the guests would sleep, Hecht said, although he and his siblings were ready to do it themselves. “He never considered it a burden; [he] felt honored to service his righteous guests.”

Hecht once recalled that on the Sabbath “my father used to insist on giving up his own seat at the head of the table in deference to a rabbinical guest.”

One of his most profound memories from childhood was being awakened one night by the sound of his maternal grandfather, Shialeh Auster, crying in deep prayer. “I was awakened by the sounds of heart-wrenching sobs. His broken cries tore at my heart.”

While studying at the Torah Vodaath school, he and his siblings became greatly influenced by Rabbi Yisroel Jacobson, one of the original pioneers of Chabad-Lubavitch in the United States. The brothers joined Chassidic gatherings at the Jacobson home, where they would hear profound discourses on life, sing heartwarming Chassidic melodies and listen to inspiring stories.

The students were free to open their hearts and ask their most provocative questions on faith and on life in a free democratic country, where keeping Judaism was a great challenge. “With an unusual amount of patience and understanding,” Hecht recalled, “Rabbi Jacobson resolved their problems and cleared up their confusion.”

Off to Poland


Rabbi Hecht, circa 1950s Photo: Lubavitch Archives

In the summer of 1939, Hecht and five other students decided that they wanted to head off to the Chabad-Lubavitch yeshivah in Otwock, Poland. There they could be close to their spiritual leader, the sixth Chabad rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, of righteous memory, and would be able to take part in listening to his scholarly discourses in Chabad philosophy, something they had heard much about from Jacobson.

With the blessing of his parents, Hecht set off for Poland in early August on the Ile de France. At the harbor, many Chabad-Lubavitch disciples broke into spontaneous dance. They never believed that “spoiled” American students would find the willpower to go to impoverished Poland to study Judaism and acclimate themselves to the rigorous curriculum of yeshivah students there.

On the way, they stopped in Paris, where they met Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, the son-in-law of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak and future leader of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement. “At first glance, I sized him up as a young man in his 30s, with a nice beard and gray hat,” Hecht recalled in his autobiography, My Spiritual Journey. “Upon further inspection, I noted the piety and purity streaming forth from his friendly, welcoming countenance and the exalted level of kedusha [holiness] he had reached at such a young age.”

Hecht writes that they felt privileged to be in his company before the train carried them past towns and cities in various countries. As the students were coming off the train, the future rebbe “stood on the steps of the train as he patiently and warmly spoke to us. He told us of the great zechus [merit] we had to go to Otwock to be in the presence of the Rebbe and to become his students. He blessed us and wished us success in our studies.”

Upon his arrival in Otwock, Hecht recalled a sight that astonished the Americans, as he saw 400 students swaying diligently over their Talmuds and their intense discussions of scholarly Talmudic subjects. “The air was soaked with an intense concentration coupled with an unquenchable thirst for knowledge and true love of Torah [study],” he wrote.

But their time in Poland was short-lived, as the Germans began to bomb Poland. With the help of a courageous representative of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, they made their way to Riga, Latvia, and from there to Sweden and then to the United States.

On March 19, 1940, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak reached the shores of New York. Even as he tirelessly campaigned on behalf of European Jewry, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak also set forth a plan to build Jewish observance in the United States. Hecht joined nine other students in the first Chabad school in the basement of the Oneg Shabbos synagogue in the East Flatbush neighborhood in Brooklyn, N.Y.

After graduating in 1942, he established Chabad day schools in Worcester, Mass., New Haven, Conn., and Buffalo, N.Y., something that was novel during those years. He also served for six months as the director of the Chabad School in Newark, N.J.

In June 1944, he married Libe Grunhut and moved to Dorchester, Mass., to establish a Jewish day school in the city. After several doors were slammed in his face, Hecht realized how difficult it would be to open a Jewish day school in that city.

He wrote a painful letter to Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak saying how embarrassed he was by the ordeal. “This is no job for a rabbi unaccepted in an out-of town city,” he wrote, expressing his feelings of depression and humiliation.

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak wrote back to him that the feeling of shame and sorrow came from a place of haughtiness and misplaced pride.

Hecht said the letter gave him a new perspective on being a Jewish leader. “My entire disposition [underwent] a quick transformation. Why did I imagine that the praiseworthy endeavor of establishing a [Jewish school] would proceed smoothly and [on an] express track? Every goal worth attaining was preceded by a path strewn with obstacles and hardships.”

After 12 months of hard work, the school had enrolled 120 students in five grades.

A newly arrived immigrant without her family, Mrs. Hecht felt isolated in the small Jewish community, so they headed off during the school’s summer vacation to the Fleischmanns bungalow colony in the Catskills, the famed Jewish vacation area in New York State.

A Rabbi in Foreign Territory
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Rabbi Hecht in his later years Photo: Lubavitch Archives

Many Jews of Sephardic descent also spent their vacation time at the bungalow colony. Hecht followed the customs of Chabad-Lubavitch, which was founded in Europe and whose roots are in Ashkenazic Jewry. His customs differed greatly from those of Sephardic Jews, who for the most part descend from Spain, North Africa and the Middle East.

At the bungalow colony, the Ashkenazic and Sephardic communities lived divided but peaceful lives. They used the synagogue at different times, and for the most part kept their distance from each other. “One bright, sunny afternoon,” recalled Hecht, “several members of the Sephardic community approached me with an odd request.”

They asked him if he spoke English, and if so, could he give the Sabbath afternoon lecture? He agreed, and spoke at length to the 50 men and women who were gathered. Feeling that his words were resonating with the crowd, he went on for a while with his spirited speech. The community congratulated him on his speech, and soon offered him a position in the Syrian Jewish community.

In October, he accepted the position of youth rabbi at the Bnai Magen David synagogue in the Bensonhurst neighborhood of Brooklyn, N.Y., and headed their school. He immediately set out to work on improving the day school and engaging the youth in the Jewish community.

Soon, he had more than 400 youth group members praying in a designated room at the synagogue. He engaged the youth as young Americans whose parents did not understand their challenges and who often did not speak their language. As he became acquainted with the Sephardic customs and community, he developed a fluency in Arabic, which made it possible to forge relationships with the older Sephardic community members and with new immigrants.

After accepting a rabbinic position in a Brooklyn synagogue in 1956, he wrote to the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, of righteous memory, that he was successful in starting daily prayer services. “When seeing the ease of your success in your efforts,” the Rebbe responded, “how much more so that your greater efforts in strengthening Jewish practice will be successful.” The Rebbe then suggested that the congregants should be served some refreshments after daily prayers, and that every day another congregant should speak for a few minutes on a Torah-related topic.

Hecht later became the rabbi of Congregation Shaare Zion, which he led to grow to more than 3,500 families, and which today is the largest Sephardic congregation in North America.

“Although there wasn’t a trace of Sephardic ancestry in the roots of my extended family tree,” he would later write, “I feel an inexplicable affinity with the community I had learned to lead and understand.”

The Jews in Syria
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Rabbi Hecht officiating at a circumcision in the Syrian Jewish community. Photo: Lubavitch Archives

Hecht said about his short time of living in Europe at the onset of World War II that upon his return to the United States, he “blissfully breathed the air of freedom and safety, promising myself that I would never again take the blessing for granted.”

When he learned of the severe persecutions that Jews in Syria were enduring after Israel's victory in the Six-Day War in 1967, Hecht felt he had no choice but to spring into action, to help others gain the taste of freedom that he had come to appreciate.

He made an appointment to meet George Baroudy, the Saudi Arabian ambassador to the United Nations, who, in turn, gathered delegates of Arabic countries to meet with Hecht. In fluent Arabic, Hecht requested that those who attended should urge their governments to place the Jewish population in Syria under the protection of the Red Crescent, and that those Jews who wanted to emigrate should be allowed to do so immediately.

While not all the community’s requests were granted, Syrian Jews reported that shortly after their meeting, the Syrian president issued a strict warning against attacking any Jew or Jewish home.

Over the years, he continued to use all the political weight he could to pressure Middle Eastern nations to protect the Jews within their countries. He also arranged for Jewish ritual items to be shipped to Middle Eastern nations, including much-needed prayerbooks and other Jewish books in Arabic.

By 1998, years of effort by Hecht and others paid off, and the Jewish population of Syria was permitted to leave the country. “It had taken many decades of work,” he wrote, “but we had finally been privileged to welcome our suffering Syrian brethren to an existence virtually untainted by anti-Semitism and crime.”

Rabbi of the House
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Rabbi Hecht and his wife Liba receive an award from the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America in Washington, D.C. Photo: Lubavitch Archives

“Rabbi Hecht has worked tirelessly and with boundless energy on many worthy projects,” former U.S. Congressman Stephen J. Solarz told the House of Representatives in 1975, “most notably to secure emigration rights for Syrian Jews. Rabbi Hecht has exhibited noble leadership in his organizing endeavors tempered with a humanistic dedication…his inspiration of courage and humanity.”

He said of Hecht’s educational projects: “In setting up educational centers, classes, lecture series and numerous scholarly endeavors, he has demonstrated his ability to organize and implement educational programs of the highest caliber.”

Hecht, a great Talmudic scholar and rabbinic figure, accepted many positions with substantial rabbinic duties and little compensation. “They required boundless amounts of energy and attention for many long years,” he wrote about his many rabbinic duties. “Strung together on the chains of time, these difficulties and achievements formed an awesome string of valuable gems.”

“He was involved in many Jewish activities and rabbinical duties in all areas of Judaism,” says Rabbi Herschel Kurzrock, dean of the rabbinical court of the Rabbinical Alliance of America. “Yet he cohesively worked all of them.” He adds that Hecht’s greatest virtue was that not only did he accomplish so much himself, but he also “was able to influence people to accomplish on behalf of Judaism.”

Hecht authored many scholarly articles, and published several volumes of his sermons. At the behest of the Rebbe, he encouraged his rabbinical colleagues to publish their scholarly writings. As a result, the Rabbinical Alliance published many scholarly volumes under his leadership.

Several times, Hecht delivered brief benedictions at the opening sessions of the House of Representatives and the Senate. Solarz wrote to him once that “it was really good to have you with us here in Washington a short while ago. I’ve gotten so many favorable comments from my colleagues on your prayer that I think we could elect you, if you’re interested, as the permanent Rabbi of the House when we convene next year.”

The Rebbe requested that Hecht speak about the importance of the nations of the world adhering to the Seven Noahide Laws, and—if it would be possible—to speak to the United Nations on this topic as well.

“Ruler of the universe,” he said in one prayer in the House of Representatives, “we express our deep gratitude to you or the miracles of the civilization we call America. The ideals of liberty, equality and personal freedom, the bedrocks of our society, serve today to millions throughout the world as the most desirable virtues of government.”

“Rabbi Hecht was a leading factor in helping build our great community,” says Morris Baley, a prominent member of the Syrian Jewish community. “He was our intellectual leader, and the force behind our community’s need to move forward. He had an understanding of how Judaism must be part of our modern society. He reached out to our community lovingly, creating a society of love and inclusivity.”

Hecht is survived by many children and grandchildren who serve as Jewish leaders, educators and Chabad-Lubavitch representatives across the globe. “It is my hope and prayer,” he once wrote, “that the younger generation will continue to practice, to teach and inspire countless hundreds of thousands in their important positions in their respective communities, as they serve the Creator according to the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbes.”

From Chabad.org, January 7, 2013
