Proposal O – Add Notice Requirements with Rules for Member-Submitted Proposals
Date Heard:
Vote:

Article 11 & 17, Rules 1 & 4 (adding two rules) - Rules for Member-Submitted Proposals

Problem: Creating a framework to allow members to submit proposals with notice (Proposal O) requires changes to the rules to allow member-submitted proposals to be heard.

Solution: Alter the rules to allow member-submitted proposals to be heard. Committee reports are given preference to member-submitted proposals with notice.

Benefits:  Creates the structure necessary to allow member-submitted proposals and floor proposals to be heard on the convention floor.

	Current Wording
	Proposed Amendment
	If Adopted, Will Read

	[bookmark: _Toc34902509][bookmark: _Toc118101216]ARTICLE 11: OTHER COMMITTEES
[…]
6. Committee Procedures
a. A majority vote of those Committee members present is necessary for a "do pass" recommendation, and in the case of the Platform Committee, a majority must approve each specific plank separately.
b. Four or more members of the Platform Committee may join together to issue a minority report regarding any plank reported to the floor of the convention. Two or more members of the Bylaws and Rules Committee or of the Credentials Committee may join together to issue a minority report regarding their business.

ARTICLE 17: AMENDMENT
1. These bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 vote of the delegates at any regular convention. 
2. Article 3, Section 1, or this Section, shall not be amended by a vote of less than 7/8 of all registered delegates at a regular convention.
RULE 1: ORDER OF BUSINESS
The standing order of business for a regular convention shall be as follows:
1. Call to order
2. Credentials Committee report
3. Adoption of agenda
4. Treasurer's report
5. Audit Committee report
6. Bylaws and Rules Committee report
7. Election of Judicial Committee (in appropriate years)
8. Election of Party officers and at-large members of the National Committee
9. Platform Committee report
10. Nomination of Party candidates for President and Vice-President (in appropriate years)
11. Resolutions
12. Other business
[bookmark: _Toc34902513][bookmark: _Toc118101220]RULE 4: DEBATING AND VOTING – BYLAWS AND RULES COMMITTEE AND PLATFORM COMMITTEE
[…]
5. After all committee recommendations have received initial consideration, any delegate may propose amendments to the bylaws and rules or the platform. The delegate may take up to two minutes to state and explain the proposal, with debating and voting to proceed as described in Section 3b.
[…]
	ARTICLE 11: OTHER COMMITTEES
[…]
6. Committee Procedures
a. A majority vote of those Committee members present is necessary for a "do pass" recommendation, and in the case of the Platform Committee, a majority must approve each specific plank separately.
b. Four or more members of the Platform Committee may join together to issue a minority report regarding any plank reported to the floor of the convention. Two or more members of the Bylaws and Rules Committee or of the Credentials Committee may join together to issue a minority report regarding their business.
c. The Platform Committee and the Bylaws and Rules Committee must provide reports of their recommendations along with minority reports to the Party Secretary at least thirty-five days prior to the regular convention which shall then be published on the Party website within five days of receipt.
d. Any Party sustaining member may submit to the Party Secretary proposals to amend either the Platform or these bylaws, provided they are signed by twenty-five sustaining members at the time of proposal submission and provided to the Party Secretary no later than sixty days prior to the regular convention. These proposals shall be forwarded to the respective committee chairs and published on the Party website within five days of receipt. The committees may include recommendations on these proposals in their reports.
ARTICLE 17: AMENDMENT
1. The Party platform and tThese bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 vote of the delegates at any regular convention as follows:.
0. WithBy a 2/3 vote provided they were included in the published report or minority reports of the Platform or Bylaws and Rules Committee. or in
1. By a 2/3 vote for any timely valid submissions from the Party membership.
1. b. By a 3/4 vote from the floor without prior notice.
1. c. Any platform plank may be deleted by a majority vote.
2. Article 3, Section 1, or this Section, shall not be amended by a vote of less than 7/8 of all registered delegates at a regular convention.
RULE 1: ORDER OF BUSINESS
The standing order of business for a regular convention shall be as follows:
1. Call to order
2. Credentials Committee report
3. Adoption of agenda
4. Treasurer's report
5. Audit Committee report
6. Bylaws and Rules Committee report
7. Member-submitted amendment proposals with notice – Bylaws and Rules
8. 7. Election of Judicial Committee (in appropriate years)
9. 8. Election of Party officers and at-large members of the National Committee
10. 9. Platform Committee report
11. Member-submitted amendment proposals with notice – Platform
12. 10. Nomination of Party candidates for President and Vice-President (in appropriate years)
13. 11. Resolutions
14. 12. Other business
RULE 5: DEBATING AND VOTING –PLATFORM
[…]
5. After all committee recommendations have received initial consideration, any delegate may propose amendments to the bylaws and rules or the platform. The delegate may take up to two minutes to state and explain the proposal, with debating and voting to proceed as described in Section 3b.
[…]
RULE 6: DEBATING AND VOTING – MEMBER-SUBMITTED AMENDMENT PROPOSALS WITH NOTICE – BYLAWS AND RULES, PLATFORM
1. Member-submitted proposals shall be heard beginning with the proposal with the greatest number of sustaining member signatures and continuing in descending order.
a. Sustaining members may sign on to member proposals after they have been submitted, provided that no signatures shall be accepted after the convention has been called to order.
2. The member who submitted the proposal, or their designee, may take up to two minutes to state and explain the proposal.
3. The Convention Chair shall then open the proposal to debate without amendment for a period of up to ten minutes before bringing the matter to a vote.
a. If the recommendation fails, the Convention Chair shall inquire if any amendments are proposed from the floor.
b. If there are such proposals, the Convention Chair shall request a vote on whether to consider amendments, and with majority approval may consider amendments for a period of up to ten minutes.
	ARTICLE 11: OTHER COMMITTEES
[…]
7. Committee Procedures
a. A majority vote of those Committee members present is necessary for a "do pass" recommendation, and in the case of the Platform Committee, a majority must approve each specific plank separately.
b. Four or more members of the Platform Committee may join together to issue a minority report regarding any plank reported to the floor of the convention. Two or more members of the Bylaws and Rules Committee or of the Credentials Committee may join together to issue a minority report regarding their business.
c. The Platform Committee and the Bylaws and Rules Committee must provide reports of their recommendations along with minority reports to the Party Secretary at least thirty-five days prior to the regular convention which shall then be published on the Party website within five days of receipt.
d. Any Party sustaining member may submit to the Party Secretary proposals to amend either the Platform or these bylaws, provided they are signed by twenty-five sustaining members the time of proposal submission and provided to the Party Secretary no later than sixty days prior to the regular convention. These proposals shall be forwarded to the respective committee chairs and published on the Party website within five days of receipt. The committees may include recommendations on these proposals in their reports.
ARTICLE 17: AMENDMENT
1. The Party platform and these bylaws may be amended by the delegates at any regular convention as follows:
a. By a 2/3 vote provided they were included in the published report or minority reports of the Platform or Bylaws and Rules Committee.
b. By a 2/3 vote for any timely valid submissions from the Party membership.
c. By a 3/4 vote from the floor without prior notice.
d. Any platform plank may be deleted by a majority vote.
2. Article 3, Section 1, or this Section, shall not be amended by a vote of less than 7/8 of all registered delegates at a regular convention.
RULE 1: ORDER OF BUSINESS
The standing order of business for a regular convention shall be as follows:
1. Call to order
2. Credentials Committee report
3. Adoption of agenda
4. Treasurer's report
5. Audit Committee report
6. Bylaws and Rules Committee report
7. Member-submitted amendment proposals with notice – Bylaws and Rules
8. Election of Judicial Committee (in appropriate years)
9. Election of Party officers and at-large members of the National Committee
10. Platform Committee report
11. Member-submitted amendment proposals with notice – Platform
12. Nomination of Party candidates for President and Vice-President (in appropriate years)
13. Resolutions
14. Other business
RULE 5: DEBATING AND VOTING –PLATFORM
[…]
RULE 6: DEBATING AND VOTING – MEMBER-SUBMITTED AMENDMENT PROPOSALS WITH NOTICE – BYLAWS AND RULES, PLATFORM
1. Member-submitted proposals shall be heard beginning with the proposal with the greatest number of sustaining member signatures and continuing in descending order.
a. Sustaining members may sign on to member proposals after they have been submitted, provided that no signatures shall be accepted after the convention has been called to order.
2. The member who submitted the proposal, or their designee, may take up to two minutes to state and explain the proposal.
3. The Convention Chair shall then open the proposal to debate without amendment for a period of up to ten minutes before bringing the matter to a vote.
a. If the recommendation fails, the Convention Chair shall inquire if any amendments are proposed from the floor.
b. If there are such proposals, the Convention Chair shall request a vote on whether to consider amendments, and with majority approval may consider amendments for a period of up to ten minutes.



SPONSORS: Bracco

MARK-UP LEGEND

· In replacements, deletions precede additions.
· Deletions are in red bold italic strikethrough.
· Additions are in blue bold underline.
· Per LPUS Bylaws, Article XVII, Section 1, the bylaws require a 2/3 vote to pass.
· Per RONR t8 #13, the convention special rules of order require a 2/3 vote with notice or a majority of the entire convention membership
