Bible Study on Kingdom  Relationships
(New Testament and The Book of Proverbs)
Be an instrument of peace between others whenever you can:

Matthew 5 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 

Guidelines when dealing with adversity/conflict/hostility/enemies:

22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause[b] shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’[f] 39 But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 41 And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. 

Love Your Enemies

   
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor[g] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,[h] 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren[i] only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors[j] do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
Judging others as if we are better than them:

Matthew 7:

1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

How Jesus views the family of God:

Matthew 12:

48 But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” 49 And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”

*************************************************************************************

Godliness in our mutual relationships will promote unity in the wider church.  Obviously, there are many texts that teach us how we are to relate to one another throughout the New Testament.  I have not chosen to present singular verses by themselves, per se, to avoid proof-texting.  If we are creating a document to help us govern the way we deal with one another, the last thing we want to create is a document full of legalisms.  Context is important in scripture as well as in life. 
MATTHEW 15: 3 - 11

 3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’[a] and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’[b] 5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 

   8 “‘These people honor me with their lips, 
   but their hearts are far from me. 
9 They worship me in vain; 
   their teachings are merely human rules.’[c]” 

 10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.” 

How often have we attempted to relate to God and all the while ignore our relationships with people – even our parents?  As evangelicals, hypocrisy abounds when we major only in “vertical” relationship with God, and ignore the “horizontal” relationships with people.

Matthew 18: 1 – 7 

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

 2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.     6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person through whom they come!
Relationships in church are frequently based on seniority, supposed spiritual prowess, etc.  Isn’t it amazing that in the Kingdom of God, it is lowliness, humility, and childlikeness that are the valued values!  Moreover, what ultimate value God places on such lives!  What awful consequences are forecast for anyone whose encouragement causes a child of God to fall into sin!

Matthew 18: 15 – 20 
15 “If your brother or sister[b] sins,[c] go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’[d] 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

   18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be[e] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[f] loosed in heaven. 

   19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 
To keep us from gossiping, from taking matters into our own hands, the Lord gives us these restraining orders.   Sit down and talk.  Keep lines of communication and accountability open and clear.  Make sure you are dealing with truth because the church will act upon the testimony given.

Matthew 18: 21 – 22 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.[g] 
Limitless forgiveness is the gift of God purchased with the blood of God’s Son.  We do not limit our forgiveness because God does not limit His. 
Matthew 18: 23 – 35 
   23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold[h] was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

   26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

   28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins.[i] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 

   29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 

   30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. 

   32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

   35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
These verses further illustrate the teaching found in verses 21 – 22.
Matthew 19: 3 – 12 
 3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?” 

   4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’[a] 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’[b]? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?” 

 8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” 

 10 The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.” 

 11 Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.” 
Divorce is completely common in both our secular culture and in our spiritual culture of the Church of Jesus Christ.  Clearly, this is not God’s intent.  We have lost faith in God’s Word, especially that Word that addresses marriage being in a “one flesh” relationship.  Moreover, if we fail to honor the one with whom we are one flesh, how can we possibly honor or understand the Church, or God’s will for the churches we serve?
Matthew 19: 16 – 21

16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” 

   17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.” 

 18 “Which ones?” he inquired. 

   Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’[c] and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’[d]” 

 20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” 

 21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
The commandments mentioned are social commands, having to do with human relationships.  The convicting truth is that one thing we lack: the willingness to separate ourselves from our wealth in order to have treasure in heaven – where we cannot see it, feel it, or spend it.

Matthew 20: 24 – 28  
 24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
In one way, Jesus is saying, “Get over yourselves!”  Our job is not to be the boss; it is to be the servant.  How can we develop and promote a culture on Cape Cod of serving, of taking second place?
Matthew 22: 34 – 41  

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

As a summary statement of the entirety of Old Testament teaching, Jesus presented love for neighbor as well as for God as the rule for the life of any believer.

 Matthew 23: 5 – 12 
 5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries[a] wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 

   8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

Rather than highlighting the entire chapter, I chose these verses as representative of the whole.  Throughout Matthew 23, Jesus proclaimed hypocrisy as a cardinal tenet of theology.  Whether liberal or conservative, evangelical, Pentecostal, or charismatic, we are all driven to hold on to what we prefer as orthodox, to the exclusion of every other way of thinking.  Even though we proclaim loudly that we have the Truth, our actions frequently lack grace.  Arrogance in the hearts of those in leadership, enforced deference to those in power, group-think – all these are symptomatic of a theology of hypocrisy in which we cannot question ourselves, nor do we allow others to ask questions.  
Matthew 25: 34 – 40 
 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

   37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

   40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

As Jesus looks upon the churches of Cape Cod, He sees that some of our churches are characterized by having in membership the poor, the needy, even some who are physically, mentally or emotionally challenged.  Such cannot donate large amounts of money, nor can they serve in many responsible positions.  They are present simply because those churches welcome them.  Among the people of those churches, they sense they are loved and wanted.   

****************************************************************************** Healing You Neighbor

Mark 2:4

And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ

Mark 3:35

For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.

Mark 9:37

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but He who sent me.”

God Hates Divorce

Mark 10:2-9

Some Pharisees came to test him asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”

He answered them, “What did Moses command you?”

They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”

And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment.

But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’  So they are no longer two but one flesh.

What therefore God has joined together let not man separate.”

Servant  Leadership

Mark 10: 43-46

… and whoever would be first among you would be slave of all.

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

******************************************************************************   ******************************************************************************

MARK 12 through LUKE 3

The passages that stood out to me in these chapters are ways "For relating to all people."  One could say that Luke 1:17 is a way "For relating to fellow believers."

(Revised Standard Version)

Mark 12:31b - The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'


Possible category: to love

Luke 1: 17 - … to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.


Possible category: to build up

Luke 1:58 - … and her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.


Possible categories: to be merciful, to rejoice together

Luke 3:11 - … "He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise."


Possible category: to share
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Luke 1-13 Relationship verses

Practical Examples:

Luke 1

 58And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.

 

Luke 4

38£And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.

Luke 5

5And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” 6And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 

18£And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 

Conflict Resolution
Luke 6

32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.
37£“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”
 41Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye.

Luke 9

46An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. 47But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side 48and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one who is great.”
49John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.” 50But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.”

Relationship Parameters

Luke 8

21But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.”

Luke 10

29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35And the next day he took out two denarii£ and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”
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	Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.
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	give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you." 



	Luk 9:49
	John answered, "Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us." 

	Luk 9:50
	But Jesus said to him, "Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you."




Luke 14-24

Luke 14:11 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  (humility)

Luke 14:12 Then He also said to him who invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” (serving)

Luke 17:3 Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you,[a] rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you,[b] saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”  (forgiveness)
Luke 22:26 But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. 27 For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.”  (serving)
John 8:3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery.  5 Now din the Law Moses commanded us eto stone such women. So what do you say?”  6 This they said fto test him, gthat they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.  7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you ibe the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground.  9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 
Unity in John 13-21

Jesus the Standard for our Love for One Another

John 13:12-15
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.
John 13:34-35

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.

John 15:12-17

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant  does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.
Jesus’ Commands Instruct Us in Love
John 15:9-11

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
Jesus’ Priority and Provision for Unity

John 17:20-23

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.

Ministry to the Body as an Expression of Love for Christ

John 21:15-17

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 

Unity in Acts 1-3

Unity in Prayer

Acts 1:14

All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

An Example of a Common Life

Acts 2:42-47

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to  the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and  many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45And  they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food  with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Acts, chapters 4 through 15

Practical Demonstration of Concern for One Another

Acts 4:32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. [33] With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. [34] There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales [35] and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.

Acts 11:27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. [28] One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) [29] The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. [30] This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

Responding to Challenges to the Community 

Acts 6:1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. [2] So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. [3] Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them [4] and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."

     [5] This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. [6] They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

Cooperation in Ministry  and Mission

Acts 11:22 News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. [23] When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. [24] He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.

   [11:25] Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, [26] and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

 Prayer Support

Acts 12:5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.

Prayer and Fasting  and Hearing the Spirit as a Body

Acts 13:1 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. [2] While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." [3] So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

Dealing with Differences:  Issues and Personalities

Acts 15:1 Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved." [2] This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. [3] The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the brothers very glad. [4] When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them.

    [5] Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, "The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law of Moses."

    [6] The apostles and elders met to consider this question. [7] After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. [8] God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. [9] He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. [10] Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able to bear? [11] No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are."

     [12] The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. [13] When they finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me. [14] Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself.

     [19] "It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. [20] Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. [21] For Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath."

     [22] Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were leaders among the brothers. [23] With them they sent the following letter:

          The apostles and elders, your brothers,

          To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia

          Greetings.

    [24] We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. [25] So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul-- [26] men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. [27] Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. [28] It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: [29] You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things.

      Farewell.

    [30] The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and delivered the letter. [31] The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message. [32] Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the brothers. [33] After spending some time there, they were sent off by the brothers with the blessing of peace to return to those who had sent them. [35] But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord.

    [36] Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." [37] Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, [38] but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. [39] They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, [40] but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. [41] He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

Acts 16-28

The Book of Acts, as a history, provides examples of appropriate relationships

and not instruction….Some of the following examples reflect treatment believers

received from unbelievers---examples, perhaps, of God’s protection for His servants

as they spread the Gospel in hostile environments….

in chronological order…. 

Acts 16:2 

2He was well spoken of by(A) the brothers[a] at Lystra and Iconium.

Acts 16:15 

15And after she was baptized,(A) and her household as well, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay." And she(B) prevailed upon us.

Acts 16:40 

40So they went out of the prison and visited(A) Lydia. And when they had seen(B) the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.

Acts 18:26 

26He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when(A) Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and explained to him(B) the way of God more accurately.

Acts 18:27-28 

27And when he wished to cross to(A) Achaia,(B) the brothers encouraged him and(C) wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived,(D) he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures(E) that the Christ was Jesus.

Acts 19.30

30But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him.

Acts 20.1-2

 1After the uproar ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and after encouraging them, he said farewell and(A) departed for Macedonia. 2When he had gone through those regions and had given them much encouragement, he came to Greece.

Acts 20:28 

28(A) Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all(B) the flock, in which(C) the Holy Spirit has made you(D) overseers,(E) to care for(F) the church of God,[a] which he(G) obtained(H) with his own blood.[b]
2.

Acts 21:5
5When our days there were ended, we departed and went on our journey, and they all, with wives and children,(A) accompanied us until we were outside the city. And(B) kneeling down on the beach, we prayed

Acts 21:12
12When we heard this, we and the people there(A) urged him not to go up to Jerusalem.

Acts 21:17
 17When we had come to Jerusalem,(A) the brothers received us gladly.

Acts 27:3 

3The next day we put in at Sidon. And(A) Julius(B) treated Paul kindly and(C) gave him leave to go to his friends and be cared for.

Acts 28:2 

2(A) The native people[a] showed us unusual(B) kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, because it had begun to rain and was cold.

Acts 28:7-10 

 7Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him and(A) prayed, and(B) putting his hands on him healed him. 9And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 10They also honored us greatly,[a] and when we were about to sail, they put on board whatever we needed.

Acts 28:14-15 

14There we found(A) brothers[a] and were invited to stay with them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. 15And(B) the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them,(C) Paul thanked God and took courage.

by category…..

speaking well, encouraging one another

Acts 16:2 
2He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium.

Acts 16:40 

40So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia. And when they had seen( the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.

Acts 20.1-2

 1After the uproar ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and after encouraging them, he said farewell and departed for Macedonia. 2When he had gone through those regions and had given them much encouragement, he came to Greece.

Acts 27:3 

3The next day we put in at Sidon. And( Julius treated Paul kindly and gave him leave to go to his friends and be cared for.

Acts 28:14-15 

14There we found brothers and were invited to stay with them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. 15And the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage.

hospitality

Acts 16:15 

15And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay." And she prevailed upon us.

Acts 21:17
 17When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly.

Acts 28:2 

2The native people showed us unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, because it had begun to rain and was cold.

Acts 28:7-10 

 7Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him and prayed, and putting his hands on him healed him. 9And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 10They also honored us greatly,and when we were about to sail, they put on board whatever we needed.

exhortation in the Truth

Acts 18:26 

26He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

3.

watching over one another for safety

Acts 19.30

30But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him.

Acts 20:28 

28(Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood

Acts 21:12
12When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem.

praying with and for one another

Acts 21:5
5When our days there were ended, we departed and went on our journey, and they all, with wives and children, accompanied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on the beach, we prayed…

Acts 28:7-10 

 7Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him and prayed, and putting his hands on him healed him. 9And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 10They also honored us greatly, and when we were about to sail, they put on board whatever we needed.

Romans 1


Prayer Intercession for others on a relational level

Romans 1:9 ...Without ceasing, I make mention of you always in my prayers.

Visitation   1:10...A prosperous journey by the will of God to come to you, for I long to see you.

Impartation of Gifts. -1:11...That I might impart to you some spiritual gift, to the end you may be established.

Mutual Faith Brings Mutual Comfort - 1:12...That I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.

Diversity of Ethnicity & Wealth unified by the Gospel - 1:14-16...Greek, Barbarian, Wise, Unwise, Jew...Unified by  “The Just shall live by Faith.”

Romans 2


Diversity Unified - 

2:11…”For there is no respect of persons with God.”

3:9,10...Are we better than they? No, in no wise…There is none righteous, no not one.

3:22...Righteous by Faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all then that believe: for there is no difference.

3:27...Where is boasting then? It is excluded...by the law of Faith.

Romans 4


The building of Character shoots beams of Love to all around us.

4:3-5...Glory in tribulation...Tribulation works patience, patience, experience, experience, hope, and hope makes us not ashamed, because the Love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given to us.

Romans 6


Servants of Righteousness 

6:18...Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of Righteousness.

Romans 8


We need to be led by the Holy Spirit to be part of the Family

8:14...As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are sons of God.

8:27...The Spirit makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

 

 

Romans 10


No Prejudice with God

10:12,13...For there is no difference between the Jews and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him...For Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Romans 11


Pray for Israel...Be not high-minded against Israel

Romans 12

12:3...For I say, through the grace given unto me to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

12:4-8...Everyone members one of another we differ in gifts.


  Let’s use our gifts well for the betterment of the body.

12:9...Let love be without dissimulation without false pretenses, hypocrisy hiding the real 

purpose.

12:10...Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 


In HONOR preferring ONE ANOTHER.

12:13...Distributing to the necessity of the saints;


Given to HOSPITALITY

12:14...Bless them which persecute you

12:15...Empathize...Rejoice with the rejoicing



         Weep with the weeping.

12:16...Be of the same mind one to another.

            Mind not higher things, but condescend to men of low estate.

            Be not wise in your own conceits.

12:17...No revenge - no evil for evil


Provide for honest things in the sight of all men.

12:18...Live peaceably with all men

12:20...Feed your enemy

12:21...Overcome evil with good!

 

 

 

Romans 13


Relations to government

13:1...Be subject to higher powers, the powers that be are ordained of God

13:3...Do that which is good

13:6...Pay Taxes...pay ye tribute

13:7...Tribute to whom tribute is due

          Customs to whom customs is due

          Fear to whom fear is due

          Honor to whom honor is due

13:8...Owe no man anything but to love one another

          He that loves another fulfills the law

13:9...Love thy neighbor as thyself

Romans 14


Don’t judge those that are weak in Faith

14:1...Receive the weak in faith and don’t judge them

14:2,3...Don’t judge what they eat

14:5...Don’t judge what they eat

14:20:1...Don’t judge what they eat

14:5-6...Don’t judge in regard to Sabbath’s or Holy days

14:7...No Man’s an Island...For none of us live to himself

14:10...God is Judge...Not us!

14:13...Let us not...Judge one another ANY MORE, but judge this rather...That no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brothers way.

14:19...Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace and things that build up one another.

14:22...Hast thou faith

            Have it to thyself before God

Romans 15

15:1...We that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak and not to please ourselves

15:2-4...Please your neighbor to build up yourself

             We will get our patience and comfort from the Word.

 

Romans 15:5...Be patient and have consolation, comfort one another

15:6...This will make you unified (one mind and one mouth)

15:7...Wherefore receive ye one another

15:14…Full of goodness


Filled with all knowledge


Able to admonish one another

Romans 16


Debtors to Israel to send to them in their need. 


Women in high honor in church whoever brings the letter usually reads it.

16:1,2...Phebe, Priscilla


Salute names of honor with a holy kiss

16:17...Mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to doctrine and AVOID them

16:18...For they that are such don’t SERVE GOD but themselves
1 Corinthians references to unity

Building Each Other Up

8:1b

But knowledge puffs up while love builds up.
Honoring One Another 

8:9-13

 9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone with a weak conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, eating in an idol’s temple, won’t that person be emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother or sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 When you sin against them in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall.
10:24

24 No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.
10:31-11:1

31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.
11:17-19

17 In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval.
11:33

33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together.
Conflict resolution 

6:1-7

1 If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the Lord’s people? 2 Or do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life! 4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is scorned in the church? 5 I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? 6 But instead, one brother takes another to court—and this in front of unbelievers!

 7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 
Unity as the Body of Christ
1:2

To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
1:10-17

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”

 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
3:1-9

1 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings?

 5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.
10:1-4

 1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 
10:16-17

16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.
12:4-6

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.

12:12ff, 26-27

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[c] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
2 Cor-Galations Unity Bible Study
We are to comfort one another in times of need

2 Cor:  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
We are to pray for one another’s afflictions

2 Cor 11 you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our[b] behalf for the gift granted to us through many. 
We are to rejoice in and for one another

13 For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or understand. Now I trust you will understand, even to the end 14 (as also you have understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus.

4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so abundantly for you. 

We are to restore and forgive those who fell in sin after proper discipline:

7 so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. 8 Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. 

We behold the Glory of God corporately

18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

We are to be one anothers sevants:

Chapter 4 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.

We are not to regard one another according to the flesh but according to the Spirit:

16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.

We corporately are the dwelling place of God:

Chapter 6 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you[b] are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 


      “ I will dwell in them
      And walk among them.
      I will be their God,
      And they shall be My people.”[c]

   We are to clearly separate ourselves from the  sinful ways of the World 
 17 Therefore

   

      “ Come out from among them
      And be separate, says the Lord.
      Do not touch what is unclean,
      And I will receive you.”[d]
       18 “ I will be a Father to you,
      And you shall be My sons and daughters,
      Says the LORD Almighty.”[e]
Conflict resolution:
Chapter 7    
2 Open your hearts to us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have cheated no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn; for I have said before that you are in our hearts, to die together and to live together12 Therefore, although I wrote to you, I did not do it for the sake of him who had done the wrong, nor for the sake of him who suffered wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear to you.

   Rejoicing in and for one another:

13 Therefore we have been comforted in your comfort. And we rejoiced exceedingly more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 
Giving:Helping one another in need:

Chapter 8 3 For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 4 imploring us with much urgency that we would receive[a] the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.

Chapter 9 6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver

Living in Harmony:

Chapter 13 
11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

******************************************************************

Galatians

Accountability supersedes comradery

Galatians 2: 11 Now when Peter[a] had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed; 12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. 
14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you[b] compel Gentiles to live as Jews?[c]

Recognizing our equality in value before God:

Galatians 3 :    
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Walking in the Spirit together towards one another:

Galatians 5 
 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,[c] fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders,[d] drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another

Restoring the fallen in sin among us:

Galatians 6 

1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 5 For each one shall bear his own load.

Ephesians – 1Thessalonians: Study on Relationships 

Relationships with one another that reveal God:

Eph. 1: 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints…” 
Eph 4: 1I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
Eph 5: 1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Gal.5: 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 15But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.

Col.1: 4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.

1Thess.1: 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

1Thess.2: 6Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we could have made demands as apostles of Christ. 7But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. 8So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 9For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. 11For you know how, like a father with his children, 12we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.
Relationships with one another that reveal who we are in God:
Eph2: 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
Eph.4: 11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
Eph. 3: 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Gal 2: 9and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10Only, they asked us to remember the poor,  the very thing I was eager to do.

Eph. 4:  25Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
Eph 5: 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Gal.4:6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Gal.6: 2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Philip.2: 1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

Col.3: 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,) singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

1Thess.4:  9Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, 10for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, 11and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, 12so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one.

1Thess.5: 12We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. 15See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone.
Family relationships and within households
 Eph.5:22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30because we are members of his body. 31 "Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Eph 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3"that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land." 4Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Ehp6:5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 9Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.
Gal.3: 27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have) put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

Gal.6: 10So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

Col.3: 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

Col.3: 18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 22Slaves, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.

Col.4:  1Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
1Thess.3: 6But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love and reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you.

Glory of God on Cape Cod:  2010 Unity Study on 2 Thessalonians
THANKFULNESS FOR ONE ANOTHER

2 Thessalonians 1:3-4  3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters,[a] and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13   13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as first fruits[a] to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER

2 Thessalonians 1:11 11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. 

2 Thessalonians 1:12 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.[a] 

2 Thessalonians 3:2-3 1 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. 

BUILDING UP ONE ANOTHER

2 Thessalonians 1:4-5  Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.  5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 

2 Thessalonians 1:10 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14  13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits[a] to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2:15  15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings[a] we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17  16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

2 Thessalonians 3:3 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. 

2 Thessalonians 3:4-5 4 We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. 

Guidance and accountability to one another 

2 Thessalonians 2 1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness[a] is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-10  6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching[a] you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 

2 Thessalonians 3:11-13  11 We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good. 

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 14 Take special note of anyone who does not obey our instruction in this letter. Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow believer

Honor and love

2 Thessalonians 3:15  Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow believer
Unity Study on 2 Thessalonians – Philemon
THANKFULNESS FOR ONE ANOTHER

2 Thessalonians 1:3-4  3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters,[a] and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13   13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as first fruits[a] to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER

2 Thessalonians 1:11 11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. 

2 Thessalonians 1:12 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.[a] 

2 Thessalonians 3:2-3 1 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. 

BUILDING UP ONE ANOTHER

2 Thessalonians 1:4-5  Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.  5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 

2 Thessalonians 1:10 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14  13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits[a] to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2:15  15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings[a] we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17  16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

2 Thessalonians 3:3 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. 

2 Thessalonians 3:4-5 4 We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. 

GUIDANCE AND COUNTABILITY TO ONE ANOTHER 

2 Thessalonians 2 1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness[a] is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-10  6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching[a] you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 

2 Thessalonians 3:11-13  11 We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good. 

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 14 Take special note of anyone who does not obey our instruction in this letter. Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow believer

HONER AND LOVE
2 Thessalonians 3:15  Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow believer

Unity Study on 1 Timothy

THANKFULNESS FOR ONE ANOTHER
1 Timothy 21 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.
PRAYER FOR ONE ANOTHER
1 Timothy 21 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.
1 Timothy 2:8  Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing. 

Timothy 2:8 8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing. 

BUILDING UP ONE ANOTHER 

Timothy 1:2 To Timothy my true son in the faith:    Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord

1 Timothy 1:18  18 Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, 19 holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith. 

GUIDANCE AND COUNTABILITY TO ONE ANOTHER
1 Timothy 1:3-4 3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith

1 Timothy 1:5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

1 Timothy 2:8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing. 

1 Timothy 21 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

1 Timothy 3:2-32 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 

1 Timothy 3:15 15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

1 Timothy 5 1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.

1 Timothy 3:12 12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. 

COMMITMENT TO ONE ANOTHER
1 Timothy 3:4-5 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full[a] respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 

1 Timothy 3:2-32 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach

1 Timothy 3:12 12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. 

1 Timothy 5 1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.

1 Timothy 3:12 12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. 

1 Timothy 5:3  Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.

 1 Timothy 5:88 Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 
1 Timothy 5:14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander.
1 Timothy 5:19  Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20 But those elders who are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning
CONFESSION  *  FORGIVENESS
HONOR AND LOVE 

Timothy 2:8 8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing. 

Timothy 2:8 8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing. 
1 Timothy 3:4-5 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full[a] respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 

1 Timothy 3:11 In the same way, the women[a] are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 

1 Timothy 3:12 12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. 

1 Timothy 5:1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 22 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.

1 Timothy 5:3  3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. 

Unity Study 2 Timothy

THANKFULNESS FOR ONE ANOTHER  

2 Timothy 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.
PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER
2 Timothy 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.
BUILDIN UP ONE ANOTHER 

2 Timothy 1:3  So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.
2 Timothy1:16 May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. 17 On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found me. 18 May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day!
2 Timothy 2:21  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others
2 Timothy 2:33 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus
GUIDANCE AND COUNTABILITY TO ONE ANOTHER
2 Timothy 2:1414 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:13 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.
2 Timothy 2:22 Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

2 Timothy 2:23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that
2 Timothy 3:2-5 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people. 

2 Timothy 4:2  Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.
2 Timothy 4:5 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
2 Timothy 4: 15 You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message. 

CONFESSION  *  FORGIVENESS*
HONOR AND LOVE 

2 Timothy 2:22 Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

2 Timothy 4:22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you all. 

Unity Study on Titus
THANKFULNESS FOR ONE ANOTHER  *  PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER *
BUILDING UP ONE ANOTHER
Titus 1:4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Titus 1:9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.
GUIDANCE AND COUNTABILITY TO ONE ANOTHER

Titus 1:6 An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe[b] and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 

Titus 1 :7 Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.
Titus 1:10 For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, especially those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are disrupting whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain
Titus 1:12  One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: “Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.”[c] 13 This saying is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith 14 and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human commands of those who reject the truth.
Titus 2:2 Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.
Titus 2:3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good.
Titus 2:4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 
Titus 2:6 6 Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.
 Titus 2:9  Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to them,  and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. 

Titus 2:15 These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you. 
Titus 3:1 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone.
Titus 3:3–8 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone. 
Titus 3:10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. After that, have nothing to do with them
Titus 3:14 Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives.

CONFESSION  *  FORGIVENESS*  

HONOR AND LOVE 
Titus 1:4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Titus 2:2 Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.
Titus 2:4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 

Unity Study on Philemon

THANKFULNESS FOR ONE ANOTHER

Philemon 1:4-6  4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER

Philemon 1:22  22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers. 

Philemon 1:4  4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers,

Philemon 1:6  I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ 

BUILDING UP ONE ANOTHER 

Philemon 1:1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,    To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:  3 Grace and peace to you[a] from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philemon 1:6  I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ 

Philemon 1:7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people. 

Philemon 1:10-1110 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus,[a] who became my son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. 

Philemon 1:16  no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord. 

Philemon 1:20  I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 

Philemon 1:25 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

GUIDANCE AND COUNTABILITY TO ONE ANOTHER
Philemon 1:8-9 8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 

Philemon 1:10-1110 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus,[a] who became my son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. 

Philemon 1:17 17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

Philemon 1:21 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 

COMMITMENT TO ONE ANOTHER
Philemon 1:19 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 

Philemon 1:17 17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

Philemon 1:21 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 

Philemon 1:17 17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

FORGIVENESS
Philemon 1:18-20 18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 

Philemon 1:17 17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

HONOE AND LOVE
Philemon 1:9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 

Philemon 1:14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 

Philemon 1:16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord. 

Philemon 1:17 17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

Philemon 1:25 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

Unity and the Book of Hebrews

R. Swanson

The writer of Hebrews keyed on the majesty of Christ and warnings against infidelity.  Interpersonal relationships are not primarily addressed although such an important dynamic can hardly be avoided.  Group life is assumed with a continuous use of plural pronouns. (Conversely, I assume a condemnation of individualism / cloistering.)  Here is a representative sample: 

The object of God’s work is a group:

2:10-12   In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.

He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers; 

3:6 But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.

6:10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.

7:25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

8:8 But God found fault with the people and said: “The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.

9:28 So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

10:22 Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.

11:16 Instead, they were longing for a better country — a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

The writer of Hebrews addresses groups:

3:1 Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess.

12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,

Learning, discerning and upbuilding occur in groups:  

2:1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.

3:12,13   See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage one another daily,

5:12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you

10:23-25 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

13:16,17 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.

13:24 Greet all your leaders and all God’s people. Those from Italy send you their greetings. 

Jas.1 Verses 18 to 18


[18] Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

Jas.2 Verses 5 to 5


[5] Listen, my beloved brethren. Has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which he has promised to those who love him? 

Jas.2 Verses 23 to 23


[23] and the scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness"; and he was called the friend of God. 



Jas.3 Verses 14 to 18


[14] But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. 
[15] This wisdom is not such as comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 
[16] For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 
[17] But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity. 
[18] And the harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

Jas.4 Verses 4 to 4


[4] Unfaithful creatures! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

Jas.4 Verses 6 to 6


[6] But he gives more grace; therefore it says, "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble." 

Jas.4 Verses 7 to 7


[7] Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

Jas.4 Verses 8 to 8


[8] Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you men of double mind. 

Jas.4 Verses 9 to 9


[9] Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to dejection. 

Jas.4 Verses 11 to 13


[11] Do not speak evil against one another, brethren. He that speaks evil against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 
[12] There is one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you that you judge your neighbor? 
[13] Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and get gain"; 

Jas.4 Verses 12 to 12


[12] There is one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you that you judge your neighbor? 



Jas.4 Verses 13 to 17


[13] Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and get gain"; 
[14] whereas you do not know about tomorrow. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
[15] Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and we shall do this or that." 
[16] As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
[17] Whoever knows what is right to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

1Pet.1 Verses 3 to 9


[3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
[4] and to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
[5] who by God's power are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
[6] In this you rejoice, though now for a little while you may have to suffer various trials, 
[7] so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold which though perishable is tested by fire, may redound to praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
[8] Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. 
[9] As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls. 

1Pet.1 Verses 13 to 21


[13] Therefore gird up your minds, be sober, set your hope fully upon the grace that is coming to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
[14] As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
[15] but as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; 
[16] since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." 
[17] And if you invoke as Father him who judges each one impartially according to his deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile. 
[18] You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 
[19] but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 
[20] He was destined before the foundation of the world but was made manifest at the end of the times for your sake. 
[21] Through him you have confidence in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

1Pet.1 Verses 22 to 23


[22] Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere love of the brethren, love one another earnestly from the heart. 
[23] You have been born anew, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 

1Pet.2 Verses 1 to 5


[1] So put away all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy and all slander. 
[2] Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation; 
[3] for you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 
[4] Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God's sight chosen and precious; 
[5] and like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 



1Pet.2 Verses 9 to 10


[9] But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
[10] Once you were no people but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy but now you have received mercy. 

1Pet.2 Verses 11 to 12


[11] Beloved, I beseech you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh that wage war against your soul. 
[12] Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles, so that in case they speak against you as wrongdoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

1Pet.2 Verses 13 to 17


[13] Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 
[14] or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. 
[15] For it is God's will that by doing right you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. 
[16] Live as free men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as servants of God. 
[17] Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

1Pet.2 Verses 22 to 25


[22] He committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips. 
[23] When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he trusted to him who judges justly. 
[24] He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
[25] For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

1Pet.3 Verses 1 to 5


[1] Likewise you wives, be submissive to your husbands, so that some, though they do not obey the word, may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 
[2] when they see your reverent and chaste behavior. 
[3] Let not yours be the outward adorning with braiding of hair, decoration of gold, and wearing of fine clothing, 
[4] but let it be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 
[5] So once the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves and were submissive to their husbands, 

1Pet.3 Verses 7 to 7


[7] Likewise you husbands, live considerately with your wives, bestowing honor on the woman as the weaker sex, since you are joint heirs of the grace of life, in order that your prayers may not be hindered. 

1Pet.3 Verses 8 to 12


[8] Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind. 
[9] Do not return evil for evil or reviling for reviling; but on the contrary bless, for to this you have been called, that you may obtain a blessing. 
[10] For "He that would love life
and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking guile;
[11] let him turn away from evil and do right;
let him seek peace and pursue it.
[12] For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,
and his ears are open to their prayer.
But the face of the Lord is against those that do evil."

1Pet.3 Verses 14 to 22


[14] But even if you do suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 
[15] but in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; 
[16] and keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 
[17] For it is better to suffer for doing right, if that should be God's will, than for doing wrong. 
[18] For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit; 
[19] in which he went and preached to the spirits in prison, 
[20] who formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
[21] Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
[22] who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him.

1Pet.4 Verses 1 to 6


[1] Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same thought, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 
[2] so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer by human passions but by the will of God. 
[3] Let the time that is past suffice for doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry. 
[4] They are surprised that you do not now join them in the same wild profligacy, and they abuse you; 
[5] but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 
[6] For this is why the gospel was preached even to the dead, that though judged in the flesh like men, they might live in the spirit like God. 

1Pet.4 Verses 7 to 11


[7] The end of all things is at hand; therefore keep sane and sober for your prayers. 
[8] Above all hold unfailing your love for one another, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
[9] Practice hospitality ungrudgingly to one another. 
[10] As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 
[11] whoever speaks, as one who utters oracles of God; whoever renders service, as one who renders it by the strength which God supplies; in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

1Pet.4 Verses 12 to 19


[12] Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon you to prove you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
[13] But rejoice in so far as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 
[14] If you are reproached for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
[15] But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or a wrongdoer, or a mischief-maker; 
[16] yet if one suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but under that name let him glorify God. 
[17] For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
[18] And "If the righteous man is scarcely saved,
where will the impious and sinner appear?"
 [19] Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will do right and entrust their souls to a faithful Creator.

1Pet.5 Verses 1 to 5


[1] So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker in the glory that is to be revealed. 
[2] Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, 
[3] not as domineering over those in your charge but being examples to the flock. 
[4] And when the chief Shepherd is manifested you will obtain the unfading crown of glory. 
[5] Likewise you that are younger be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble." 

1Pet.5 Verses 6 to 11


[6] Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may exalt you. 
[7] Cast all your anxieties on him, for he cares about you. 
[8] Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some one to devour. 
[9] Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout the world. 
[10] And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you. 
[11] To him be the dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

2Pet.1 Verses 3 to 11


[3] His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 
[4] by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, that through these you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature. 
[5] For this very reason make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 
[6] and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 
[7] and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
[8] For if these things are yours and abound, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
[9] For whoever lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 
[10] Therefore, brethren, be the more zealous to confirm your call and election, for if you do this you will never fall; 
[11] so there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

2Pet.2 Verses 17 to 22


[17] These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm; for them the nether gloom of darkness has been reserved. 
[18] For, uttering loud boasts of folly, they entice with licentious passions of the flesh men who have barely escaped from those who live in error. 
[19] They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; for whatever overcomes a man, to that he is enslaved. 
[20] For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 
[21] For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 
[22] It has happened to them according to the true proverb, The dog turns back to his own vomit, and the sow is washed only to wallow in the mire. 

2Pet.3 Verses 3 to 7


[3] First of all you must understand this, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own passions 
[4] and saying, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things have continued as they were from the beginning of creation." 
[5] They deliberately ignore this fact, that by the word of God heavens existed long ago, and an earth formed out of water and by means of water, 
[6] through which the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 
[7] But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist have been stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

2Pet.3 Verses 14 to 18


[14] Therefore, beloved, since you wait for these, be zealous to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
[15] And count the forbearance of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 
[16] speaking of this as he does in all his letters. There are some things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures. 
[17] You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, beware lest you be carried away with the error of lawless men and lose your own stability. 
[18] But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

Authentic unity found only in finding Jesus

1Jn 1:1  What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- 

1Jn 1:2  and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- 

1Jn 1:3  what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

1Jn 1:4  These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete. 

1Jn 1:5  This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 

1Jn 1:6  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 

1Jn 1:7  but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

1Jn 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

1Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

1Jn 1:10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us

Authentic unity is based alone on obedience

1Jn 2:3  By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

1Jn 2:4  The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 

1Jn 2:5  but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 

1Jn 2:6  the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

Authentic unity is destroyed by hate 

1Jn 2:9  The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. 

1Jn 2:10  The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 

1Jn 2:11  But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

Authentic unity is also destroyed by improper loves

1Jn 2:15  Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

1Jn 2:16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

1Jn 2:17  The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever. 

Authentic unity is based on love; love is defined by action not talk

1Jn 3:11  For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;

1Jn 3:15  Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

1Jn 3:16  We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

1Jn 3:17  But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

1Jn 3:18  Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 

Authentic unity is based on belief in His Son and obedience to His Son

Jn 3:23  This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 

1Jn 3:24  The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

Authentic unity is based on your love for God, Jesus, one another, and how well you listen 

1Jn 4:6  We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

1Jn 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

1Jn 4:8  The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

1Jn 4:9  By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 

1Jn 4:10  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

1Jn 4:11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

1Jn 4:13  By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit

Authentic unity is based on a love for the brethren

1Jn 4:19  We love, because He first loved us. 

1Jn 4:20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 

1Jn 4:21  And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also. 

Authentic unity is based on obedience

Jn 5:2  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments. 

1Jn 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.

Obedience = love= unity

2 Jn 1:6  And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it. 

2Jn 1:9  Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. 

Proverbs 1-15

Honoring one another  Proverbs 1:1-3 sv3
1The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:

 2To know wisdom and instruction,

   to understand words of insight,

3to receive instruction in wise dealing,

   in righteousness, justice, and equity;

Relationship with God Proverbs 1:7 

7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Honoring one another Proverbs 1:8-9

8Hear, my son, your father’s instruction,

  and forsake not your mother’s teaching,

9for they are a graceful garland for your head

  and pendants for your neck.

Warning of deceptive relationship Proverbs 1:10-19

10My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. 11If they say, "Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood; let us ambush the innocent without reason; 12like Sheol let us swallow them alive, and whole, like those who go down to the pit; 13we shall find all precious goods,  we shall fill our houses with plunder; 14throw in your lot among us; we will all have one purse"— 15my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your foot from their paths, 16for their feet run to evil,    and they make haste to shed blood. 17For in vain is a net spread in the sight of any bird, 18but these men lie in wait for their own blood; they set an ambush for their own lives. 19 Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain;it takes away the life of its possessors.

Wisdom in relationships Proverbs 2:12-19

Pr 2:12-19 (NIV)

12 Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse,  13 who have left the straight paths to walk in dark ways,  14 who delight in doing wrong  and rejoice in the perverseness of evil,  15 whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways.

16 Wisdom will save you also from the adulterous woman, from the wayward woman with her seductive words,  17 who has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made before God. 18 Surely her house leads down to death and her paths to the spirits of the dead.  19 None who go to her return or attain the paths of life.

Honoring one another Proverbs 3: 3-4, 27-30

3Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. 4So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.

Pr 3:27-30

27Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it. 28Do not say to your neighbor, "Go, and come again, tomorrow I will give it"—when you have it with you. 29Do not plan evil against your neighbor, who dwells trustingly beside you. 30 Do not contend with a man for no reason,  when he has done you no harm.

Warning against deceptive relationship Proverbs 5: 3-11

3For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey,  and her speech is smoother than oil, 4but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 5Her feet go down to death;  her steps follow the path to Sheol; 6she does not ponder the path of life;  her ways wander, and she does not know it.

 7And now, O sons, listen to me,  and do not depart from the words of my mouth. 8Keep your way far from her, and do not go near the door of her house, 9lest you give your honor to others and your years to the merciless, 10lest strangers take their fill of your strength, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner, 11and at the end of your life you groan, when your flesh and body are consumed.

Honoring One Another Proverbs 5: 12-14

12and you say, "How I hated discipline, and my heart despised reproof! 13I did not listen to the voice of my teachers or incline my ear to my instructors. 14I am at the brink of utter ruin in the assembled congregation."

Love Your Spouse, reject all others (right relationship) Proverbs 5:15-20

 15Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well. 16Should your springs be scattered abroad, streams of water in the streets? 17Let them be for yourself alone, and not for strangers with you. 18Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, 19a lovely deer, a graceful doe.  Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love. 20Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an adulteress?

Conflict Resolution Proverbs 6:1-5, 12-15

1My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor,

   have given your pledge for a stranger,

2if you are snared in the words of your mouth,

   caught in the words of your mouth,

3then do this, my son, and save yourself,

   for you have come into the hand of your neighbor:

   go, hasten, and plead urgently with your neighbor.

4Give your eyes no sleep

   and your eyelids no slumber;

5save yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter,

   like a bird from the hand of the fowler.

Pr 6:12-15

12A worthless person, a wicked man,  goes about with crooked speech, 13winks with his eyes, signals with his feet, points with his finger, 14with perverted heart devises evil, continually sowing discord; 15therefore calamity will come upon him suddenly; in a moment he will be broken beyond healing.
What God hates-Bad relationships! Proverbs 5:16-19

16There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to him: 17haughty eyes, a lying tongue,  and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, 19a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.

Honoring one another Proverbs 6:20-22

20My son, keep your father’s commandment,

   and forsake not your mother’s teaching.

21Bind them on your heart always;

   tie them around your neck.

22When you walk, they will lead you;

   when you lie down, they will watch over you;

   and when you awake, they will talk with you.

Wisdom, Conflict Resolution, Honor one another Proverbs 8:12-21 (Message), Proverbs 9:7-9 (NLT)

 12-21 "I am Lady Wisdom, and I live next to Sanity; Knowledge and Discretion live just down the street.  The Fear-of-God means hating Evil, whose ways I hate with a passion—pride and arrogance and crooked talk.  Good counsel and common sense are my characteristics; I am both Insight and the Virtue to live it out.  With my help, leaders rule, and lawmakers legislate fairly;  With my help, governors govern, along with all in legitimate authority.  I love those who love me; those who look for me find me.  Wealth and Glory accompany me—also substantial Honor and a Good Name.  My benefits are worth more than a big salary, even a very big salary; the returns on me exceed any imaginable bonus.  You can find me on Righteous Road—that's where I walk— at the intersection of Justice Avenue,  Handing out life to those who love me, filling their arms with life—armloads of life!

Pr 9:7-9

7 Anyone who rebukes a mocker will get an insult in return. Anyone who corrects the wicked will get hurt.  8 So don’t bother correcting mockers; they will only hate you.  But correct the wise,  and they will love you.  9 Instruct the wise,  and they will be even wiser.    Teach the righteous,  and they will learn even more.

Honoring One Another  Proverbs 10: 8 

8The wise of heart will receive commandments,    but a babbling fool will come to ruin.

Forgiveness Proverbs 10:12

12Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.

Honoring One Another Proverbs 10:17 (NIV) 18-19, 21, 31-32  Proverbs 11:9-13, 25-26 (NIV), 29-30 (NIV)

17 Whoever heeds discipline shows the way to life,     but whoever ignores correction leads others astray.

18The one who conceals hatred has lying lips,  and whoever utters slander is a fool. 19When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is prudent

21The lips of the righteous feed many,    but fools die for lack of sense.

31The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom,  but the perverse tongue will be cut off. 32The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable,  but the mouth of the wicked, what is perverse.

Pr 11:9-13

9With his mouth the godless man would destroy his neighbor,  but by knowledge the righteous are delivered. 10When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices,  and when the wicked perish there are shouts of gladness. 11By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted,  but by the mouth of the wicked it is overthrown. 12Whoever belittles his neighbor lacks sense,  but a man of understanding remains silent. 13Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered.

Pr 11:25-26 (NIV)

 25 A generous person will prosper;     whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 26 People curse the one who hoards grain,     but they pray God’s blessing on the one who is willing to sell

Pr 11:29-30 (NIV)

 29 Whoever brings ruin on their family will inherit only wind,     and the fool will be servant to the wise. 30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life,     and the one who is wise saves lives.

Forgiveness, Honoring one another Proverbs 12:16, 18, 20 Proverbs 13:10, 13, 20 & 24  Proverbs 14:21

 16 Fools show their annoyance at once, but the prudent overlook an insult.

18 The words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

20 Deceit is in the hearts of those who plot evil, but those who promote peace have joy.

Pr 13: 10, 13, 20 & 24

10 Where there is strife, there is pride, but wisdom is found in those who take advice.

13 Whoever scorns instruction will pay for it, but whoever respects a command is rewarded.

20 Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.

24Whoever spares the rod hates his son,  but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him

Pr 14: 21, 29 (NIV) & 31 (NIV)

21Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor.

29 Whoever is patient has great understanding,     but one who is quick-tempered displays folly

31 Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God

Honoring One Another Proverbs 15: 1, 18 & 23, 31-32 (NIV)

1A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

18A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to anger quiets contention

23 A person finds joy in giving an apt reply—     and how good is a timely word

 31 Whoever heeds life-giving correction     will be at home among the wise. 32 Those who disregard discipline despise themselves,     but the one who heeds correction gains understanding.
SELF - EXAMINATION
Proverbs 16:2 

2(A) All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes,
   but the LORD(B) 

Proverbs 16:11
11(A) A just balance and scales are the LORD’s;
   all the weights in the bag are his work.

Proverbs 18:15 

15An intelligent heart acquires knowledge,
   and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

Proverbs 20:11 

11Even a child(A) makes himself known by his acts,
   by whether his conduct is pure and upright.[a]
Proverbs 22:11 

11He who(A) loves purity of heart,
   and whose(B) speech is gracious,(C) will have the king as his friend.

Proverbs 26:12 

12Do you see a man who is(A) wise in his own eyes?
   (B) There is more hope for a fool than for him.

Proverbs 26:24 

24Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips
   and harbors deceit in his heart;

Proverbs 28:12 

12When(A) the righteous triumph, there is great glory,
   but when(B) the wicked rise, people hide themselves.

Proverbs 29:23 

23(A) One’s pride will bring him low,
   (B) but he who is lowly in spirit will obtain honor.

Proverbs 30:32 

 32If you have been foolish, exalting yourself,
   or if you have been devising evil,
   (A) put your hand on your mouth.

WHAT TO AVOID
Proverbs 16:5 

5Everyone who is arrogant in heart is(A) an abomination to the LORD;
   (B) be assured, he will not go unpunished.

Proverbs 16:18 

18(A) Pride goes before destruction,
   and a haughty spirit before a fall.

Proverbs 17:4 

4An evildoer listens to wicked lips,
   and a liar gives ear to a mischievous tongue.

Proverbs 17:19 

19Whoever loves transgression loves strife;
   he who(A) makes his door high seeks destruction.

Proverbs 18:8 

8(A) The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels;
   they go down into(B) the inner parts of the body.

Proverbs 18:19 

19A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city,
   and quarreling is like the bars of a castle.

Proverbs 19:5 

5(A) A false witness will not go unpunished,
   and he who(B) breathes out lies will not escape.

Proverbs 19:11

11(A) Good sense makes one slow to anger,
   and it is his glory to overlook an offense.

Proverbs 19:28 

28A worthless witness mocks at justice,
   and the mouth of the wicked(A) devours iniquity.

Proverbs 19:29 

29Condemnation is ready for(A) scoffers,
   and(B) beating for the backs of fools.

Proverbs 20:3 

3It is an honor for a man to(A) keep aloof from strife,
   but every fool will be quarreling.

Proverbs 20:19 

19Whoever(A) goes about slandering reveals secrets;
   therefore do not associate with(B) a simple babbler.[a]
Proverbs 21:19 

19It is(A) better to live in a desert land
   than with a quarrelsome and fretful woman.

Proverbs 21:24 

24(A) "Scoffer" is the name of the arrogant, haughty man
   who acts with arrogant pride.

Proverbs 22:8 

8Whoever(A) sows injustice will reap calamity,
   and(B) the rod of his fury will fail.

Proverbs 22:24 

24Make no friendship with a man given to anger,
   nor go with a wrathful man,

Proverbs 23:17 

17Let not your heart(A) envy sinners,
   but continue in(B) the fear of the LORD all the day.

Proverbs 24:8 

 8Whoever(A) plans to do evil
   will be called a schemer.

Proverbs 24:9 

9(A) The devising[a] of folly is sin,
   and(B) the scoffer is an abomination to mankind.
Proverbs 24:23 

 23These also are sayings of(A) the wise.
   (B) Partiality in judging is not good.
Proverbs 24:29 

29Do not say,(A) "I will do to him as he has done to me;
   I will pay the man back for what he has done."

Proverbs 25:9 

9(A) Argue your case with your neighbor himself,
   and do not reveal another’s secret,

Proverbs 25:14 

14Like(A) clouds and wind without rain
   is a man who(B) boasts of a gift he does not give.

Proverbs 25:18 

18A man who(A) bears false witness against his neighbor
   is like a war club, or(B) a sword, or a sharp arrow.

Proverbs 25:27 

27It is(A) not good to eat much honey,
   nor is it glorious to(B) seek one’s own glory.[a]
Proverbs 26:21 

21As charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire,
   so is(A) a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.

Proverbs 26:22 

22(A) The words of(B) a whisperer are like delicious morsels;
   they go down into the inner parts of the body.

Proverbs 26:28 

28A lying tongue hates its victims,
   and a flattering mouth works ruin.

Proverbs 27:4 

4Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming,
   but who can stand before(A) jealousy?

Proverbs 28:21 

21To show(A) partiality is not good,
   but for(B) a piece of bread a man will do wrong

Proverbs 29:20 

20Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?
   (A) There is more hope for a fool than for him.

Proverbs 29:22 

22(A) A man of wrath stirs up strife,
   and one given to anger causes much transgression.

Proverbs 30:10 

 10(A) Do not slander a servant to his master,
   (B) lest he curse you, and you be held guilty.

Proverbs 30:33 

33For pressing milk produces curds,
   pressing the nose produces blood,
   and pressing anger produces strife.

WHAT TO EMBRACE
Proverbs 16:6 

6By(A) steadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for,
   and by(B) the fear of the LORD one(C)

Proverbs 16:10 

10(A) An oracle is on the lips of a king;
   his mouth does not sin in judgment.

Proverbs 16:13 

13(A) Righteous lips are the delight of a king,
   and he loves him who speaks what is right.

Proverbs 16:21 

21The wise of heart is called discerning,
   and sweetness of speech(A) increases persuasiveness.

Proverbs 17:9 

9Whoever(A) covers an offense seeks love,
   but he who repeats a matter(B) separates close friends.

Proverbs 18:4 

4The words of a man’s mouth are(A) deep waters;
   the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook.

Proverbs 20:27 

27(A) The spirit[a] of man is the lamp of the LORD,
   (B) searching all(C) his innermost parts.

Proverbs 21:21 

21Whoever(A) pursues righteousness and kindness
   will find(B) life, righteousness, and honor.

Proverbs 21:23 

23(A) Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue
   (B) keeps himself out of(C) trouble.

Proverbs 22:4 

4The reward for humility and fear of the LORD
   is(A) riches and honor and life.[a]
Proverbs 24:26 

26Whoever gives an honest answer
   kisses the lips.

Proverbs 25:11 

 11(A) A word fitly spoken
   is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.

USING WISDOM
Proverbs 16:23 

23(A) The heart of the wise makes his speech judicious
   and adds persuasiveness to his lips.

Proverbs 16:24 

24(A) Gracious words are like(B) a honeycomb,
   sweetness to the soul and(C) health to the body.

Proverbs 16:28

28(A) A dishonest man spreads strife,
   and(B) a whisperer(C) separates close friends.

Proverbs 17:10 

10A rebuke goes deeper into a man of understanding
   than a hundred blows into a fool.

Proverbs 17:13 

13If anyone(A) returns evil for good,
   (B) evil will not depart from his house.

Proverbs 17:14

14The beginning of strife is like letting out water,
   so(A) quit before the quarrel breaks out.

Proverbs 17:27 

27Whoever(A) restrains his words has knowledge,
   and he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding.

Proverbs 17:28 

28Even a fool(A) who keeps silent is considered wise;
   when he closes his lips, he is deemed intelligent.

Proverbs 18:2 

2A fool takes no pleasure in understanding,
   but only(A) in expressing his opinion.

Proverbs 18:13 

13If one gives an answer(A) before he hears,
   it is his folly and shame.

Proverbs 18:20 

20(A) From the fruit of a man’s mouth his stomach is satisfied;
   he is satisfied by the yield of his lips.

Proverbs 18:21 

21(A) Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
   and those who love it will eat its fruits.

Proverbs 20:5 

5The purpose in a man’s heart is like(A) deep water,
   but a man of understanding will draw it out.

Proverbs 24:11 

11(A) Rescue those who are being taken away to death;
   hold back those who are stumbling to the slaughter.

Proverbs 24:24

24Whoever(A) says to the wicked, "You are in the right,"
   (B) will be cursed by peoples, abhorred by nations,

Proverbs 24:28 

 28(A) Be not a witness against your neighbor without cause,
   and do not deceive with your lips.

Proverbs 25:12 

12Like(A) a gold ring or an ornament of gold
   is a wise reprover to(B) a listening ear.

Proverbs 25:15 

 15With(A) patience a ruler may be persuaded,
   and a soft tongue will break a bone.

Proverbs 26:4 

4(A) Answer not a fool according to his folly,
   lest you be like him yourself.

Proverbs 26:17 

17Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own
   is like one who takes a passing dog by the ears.

Proverbs 26:20 

20For lack of wood the fire goes out,
   and where there is no(A) whisperer,(B) quarreling ceases.

Proverbs 27:2 

2Let(A) another praise you, and not your own mouth;
   a stranger, and not your own lips.

Proverbs 27:5 

5(A) Better is open rebuke
   than hidden love.

Proverbs 31:9 

9Open your mouth,(A) judge righteously,
   (B) defend the rights of(C) the poor and needy.

CHARACTER MATTERS
Proverbs 17:17 

17(A) A friend loves at all times,
   and a brother is born for adversity.

Proverbs 18:12 

12(A) Before destruction a man’s heart is haughty,
   but(B) humility comes before honor.

Proverbs 19:9 

9(A) A false witness will not go unpunished,
   and he who(B) breathes out lies will perish.

Proverbs 19:19 

19A man of great wrath will pay the penalty,
   for if you deliver him, you will only have to do it again.

Proverbs 19:22

22What is desired in a man is steadfast love,
   and a poor man is better than a liar.

Proverbs 20:6 

6Many a man(A) proclaims his own steadfast love,
   but(B) a faithful man who can find?

Proverbs 20:7 

7The righteous who(A) walks in his integrity—
   (B) blessed are his children after him!

Proverbs 21:3 

3(A) To do righteousness and justice
   is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

Proverbs 21:28 

28(A) A false witness will perish,
   but the word of a man who hears will endure.

Proverbs 22:1

 1(A) A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,
   and favor is better than silver or gold.

Proverbs 22:10 

10(A) Drive out a scoffer,(B) and strife will go out,
   and(C) quarreling and abuse will cease.

Proverbs 24:16 

16(A) for the righteous falls(B) seven times and rises again,
   but(C) the wicked stumble in times of calamity.

Proverbs 24:21 

 21My son,(A) fear the LORD and the king,
   and do not join with those who do otherwise,

Proverbs 25:2 

 2It is the glory of God to(A) conceal things,
   but the glory of kings is to(B) search things out.

Proverbs 25:6 

6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
   or stand in the place of the great,

Proverbs 25:13

13Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest
   is(A) a faithful messenger to those who send him;
   he refreshes the soul of his masters.

Proverbs 25:19 

19Trusting in a treacherous man in time of trouble
   is like a bad tooth or a foot that slips.

Proverbs 25:28 

28A man(A) without self-control
   is like(B) a city broken into and left without walls.

Proverbs 27:17 

17Iron sharpens iron,
   and one man sharpens another.[a]
Proverbs 28:23

23Whoever(A) rebukes a man will afterward find more favor
   than(B) he who flatters with his tongue.

Proverbs 29:1 

 1(A) He who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck,
   will suddenly be(B) broken(C) beyond healing.

Proverbs 29:11 

11A fool gives full vent to his spirit,
   but a wise man quietly holds it back.

Proverbs 30:8 

8Remove far from me falsehood and lying;
   give me neither poverty nor riches;
   feed me with the food that is(A) needful for me,
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